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THE CIENEXAL BOARD 
UNITED STA'I3S FORC3B EUROPU THEATER 

A P O  408 

GMVES mIS"I?lON SERVICE 

CHAPTER 1 

IN!E?ODUGTION 

1. Ganural. The purpose of th i s  s tudy  is t o  m k e  c o r -  
tain"mommendations f o r  changes i n  Gravoa R e g i s t r a t i o n  p o l i -  
c i e s ,  procedures, owipment and personnel and t o  present  a 
compllat ion Of exPoriencos and ideas  t h a t  havo a r i a e n  d u r i n g  
t h e  campaign i n  t h c  European Thoator cf Operations on Graves 
R e g i s t r a t i o n  a o t i v i t i e s ,  An ef for t  has beon made t o  s o l o c t  
r e p r c s e n t a t i v o  comonts  end experioncw on a l l  phases o f  
Graves R e g i s t r a t i o n  not  'covarod t o  any grea t  dogmi by War 
Dopartmont pub11 cat ions,  European Thcator o f  Operations Stand- 
in6  ope ra t iha  Proooduros and Standing Opcrating Prooeduros of 
u n r t s .  Altliough soma p a r t s  of t h i s  study a r c  not  intcndod t o  
support  c e r t a i n  oonclusions and rccommcndations it should be 
borne i n  mind t h a t  tboy a r o  prasented in tho l i i h t  o f  cont inu-  
i n  tho n a r r a t i v a  of Graves Registration a c t i v i t i c s ,  Certain 
o x f r a c t s  havo bGQn prosented from publioations on var ious 
CFTavofl Roeis t ra t ion  matters ,  somc b r i o f l y  and o t h e r s  in d e t a i l  
T ~ O S D  prosenta t ions  w i l l  servo as  a guide f o r  thosa who will 
bo rospons ib le  f o r  Graves Registration a c t i v i t i e s  in t h o  
futuro!  

This Study covers Graves Rogis t ra t ion  ae t iv i -  
t i o s  ii i%%%od bolow. Certain methods and procedures 
poaul ia r  to t h o  Amy A i r  Foroos art? ouvored i n  General Board 
study 109 f i l e  401/1L, Chapter 7 J  title: Wupply and Sc-rvlcos 
far t h o  United Btatss  Air'Poroes md the  supply of o thor  t h a n  
Unitod Rtates m y  Forco?, 

Gravos R e g i s t r a t i o n  Scrvioo as determined from War Departmunt 
publ ioa t ions  and publioations prGparGd i n  t h e  European Theater 
O f  Operations based on aotual  f l o l d  expericnoos, 

A dctai lod s tudy of ovaauation, 
Vnrlous nothods used by d i f fe ren t  amios, cor;:t%i%v?%on8+ 

A study of ident i f ioa t ion ,  ou t l in ing  procoduros 
follawod and roports  and records requirod f o r  t h o  i d e n t i f i -  
4a%ion of aocoasad porsonnal, 

Burial procedures in comotcrios and proooduros 
followod by t h o  vnrious combat un i t s  in hasty and i s o l a t o d  
b u r i a l s ,  

m~ prooadures followod in tno o o l l a c t i o n  and 
dod"&nt$on of pcrsonal of fcc ts  of aeccnsod personncl, 

A dotni led atudy of t h e  organization of various 
Gravcs R e g i s t r a t i o n  u n i t s  i n  the E W O ~ G ~  Thheater of Oporn- 
t i o n s  ,md p, comprirattvo ann lys i s  of tho G J X "  Registration 
Company argnnizod under Tnblos of Organization ana Equipment 
10-297 w i t h  tho  oompciny a s  o r g a n i z d  under TablQB of Organi- 
zation and Equipment 10-298. T t  Will b Q  noted t h i s  latter 
organiznt ion was never used i n  tho European Theater  of Q- 
e r n t i  om,  

a, Tho das lon ,  organiqation ond funat tone of the 

b, 

0. 

a. 

o r  

f. 



C W T W  2 

bI15SION. OB,GrzNIUTIU BND FUNCTION3 

3.  Mission. The misalon of t h e  Graves Registration 
Serv ice  i s t o c a r e  f o r  deceased uilitary personnel and 
c i v i l i a n s  acconpanying t h e  army i n t e r r e d  o u t s i d e  the c o n t i n -  
e n t a l  l i m i t s  of t h e  United S ta tes .  The Graves R e g i s t r a t i a n  
Serv ice  personnel also cares  for c i v i l i a n ,  a l l i e d  and ellem 
dead when oircumstanoes of war make this neaeesary.1 

4. Orpanization and Functions. In t i m e  o f  war there 
i s  organized a Graves Regis t ra t ion  Serv ice .  The j u a r t e r -  
master  General, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  other d u t i e s ,  i s  des ig -  
nated Chief, Arnerican Graves Regis t ra t ion  S e r v i c e ,  and is 
charged with the Pormulhtion of p o l i c i e s  f o r  i t s  o p e r a t i o n  
outsicle t h e  cont inental  liixits of the  United S t a t e s .  He 
i s  authorize4 t o  correspond d i r e c t  with t h e  Chiefs of G r a v e s  
R e g i s t r a t i o n  Services  outs ide  the Cont inenta l  United State8 
on mat te rs  per ta in ing  t h e r e t o .  I n s t r u c t i o n s  i s s u e d  t o  t h e  
ohief s of Grave's Regis t ra t ion  Services  o u t s i d e  t h e  Contin- 
e n t a l  United S t a t e s  conl'orrlied t o  tr.ose Inc luded  i n  mi 10-63 
and Sect ion  11, AR 30-1805.1 

SECTION 2 

AS DEmRL-INhD 2'RW 2UROl 'Ldf  l"T&R 
OF OP CRXTION S ?UBLICf!TIONS 

5. The EuroDean Theater of Opera t ions ,  

d. I n  t h e  European Theater of O p e r a t i o n s ,  the  
Chief ,  Graves Regis t ra t ion  Service, served i n  t h e  dual capa- 
c i 6 y  of affording s t a f f  supervision and t e c h n i c a l  c o n t r o l  
over Graves Regis taet ion funct ions in both t h e  combat zone 
an8 t h e  Cpmunicotions Zone. Operations ii? each OF t h e s e  
zones were delebated t o  t h e  comuanding g e n e r a l s  Lhereof ,  
The Chief, Graves Regis t ra t ion  Service e x e r c i s e d  b o t h  raspon-  
s i b i l l t i e s  through t h e  Graves ReListrat ion D i v i s i o n ,  O f f i c e  
o f  t h e  Chief uar termsstor .  The Graves Reelstration. S e r v i c e  
consisted of: $ 

Chief, Graves Registration Y e r v i o e ,  
Commnieations Bone. 

Graves Reeis t ra t ion O f f i c e r s  of A r m i e s  
and hiaher  uni ta  i n  t h e  combat zone. 

Graves Re@strat ion O f f i o e r s  of u n i t s  in 
t h e  communications Zone not u n d e r  t h e  
command of Communications Zone. 

Graves ReListration Officers of all C O ~ -  
b a t  and service unittl.  

Graves Reeis t ra t ion  Off icers  of a e p o t s ,  
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hospi ta ls ,  a i r f i e l d s ,  and similar es tab-  
lishnients. 

(61 Graves Regis t re t ioa Companies. 

b. The functions and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of t h e  Chief 
Graves Regis t ra t ion  Service, European Theater of Operat ions,  
as prescr ibed  i n  Uertinent European Theater o 
publ ica t ions  and d i rec t ives ,  were as follorJs.  .€ Operations 

(1) The weparat ion of  a conplete p lan  o r  or- 
Banization f o r  the Grevcs ReLisGration 
Service unit6 within t h e  Puropean Theater  
of Operrtions and i t s  expansion i n  con- 
formity w i t h  t h e  general  $1- of ogera t ion  
and approved p r i o r i t i e s .  

Ef f ic ien t  operation of t h e  Graves Re&is- 
t r a t i o n  Service. 

Zstablishment ana uaintenauce of sinpli- 
f ied and uniform aethods of adminis t ra-  
t i o n ,  operation and procewre f o r  a l l  
Graves Rei i s t ra t ion  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  
European Theater of Operations, 

The coordination of a c t i v i t i e s  of u n i t  
Graves Xebistration o f f i c e r s  i n  subordin- 
a t e  comrmnas with cormanding o f f i c e r s  of 
combat u u i t a ,  the  Xeaical Departnent, and 
chaplains. 

techniques and rnethods i n  connection w i t h  
the execution of h i s  technica l  d u t i e s ,  t o  
meet t h e  par t icu lar  requifements of t h e  
European Theater of Operations. 

record on Graves Regis t ra t ion  n a t t e r s . 2  

6 .  Communioations Zone. Grave6 n e t i s t r a t i o n  Serv ice ,  
insofar  a s  it pertained t o  t h e  Communications Lone, oper- 
a ted  under t h e  Gomanding General, Communications Lone .2 
Commanders of the hikhest ailministratlve beadquerters  with- 
i n  t h e  C m u n i c a t i o n s  Zone were directed by European 
Theater  Standin& Operating Procedure t o  appoint an appro- 
p r i a t e  Graves Regis t ra t ion Servioe Off icer  t o  coord ina te  
all Graves nogis t ra t ion Service r?latters.2 Cacimunications 
Zone sect ion,  oormanders were responsible t h a t  o f f i c e r s  of 
t he i r  Commands assigned Graves 3eEiStrotion & u t i e s  c a r r i e d  
out t h e  technica l  ins t ruc t ions  received from unit o r  h igher  
echelon Quartermasters .2 The Chief of the Craves Regis t ra -  
t i o n  Service i n  each sect ion,  baso Section and advance 
s e o t i o n  of Communications Lone was t h e  Sect ion Quar te r -  
master. 
seg i s t r a t ion  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  the bection throukh t h e  Graves 
Rekis t rHtion Division, Office o f  the  Section 2 U a r t e r m s t e r .  3 

(2) 

( 3 )  

( b )  

( 5 )  Development of new, hproved ,  or s p e c i a l  

( 6 )  Laintenance o f  the  pr inc ipa l  o f f i c e  o f  

He dischar$ed his respons ib i l i ty  l o r  a i l  craves 

7. araves Re:istration hervice, A” Group. Each 
United fjtstes kmy’Group i n  the  European Theater of Oper- 
a t i o n e  included on i t s  s t a f f  a .uar termster  S e c t i o n  which 
ac ted  on mat te rs  per ta inin& t o  Graves h k i s t r a t i o n  S e r v i c e  
i n  subordinate c o ~ a n d s .  Quartermaster a c t i v i t i e s  i n  the 
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6 t h  Army Group were under t h e  Quarternaster  3ub-Zection of 
t h e  Off ice  of the  A s s i s t a n t  Chief  of Staff ,  G-4.4 The 1 2 t h  
Arrny Group inc luded  a Guartermaster Siiocial Sttlff Sect ion.5 
Since both Arny Groups mere primari ly  t a c t i c a l ,  no Graves 
R e g i s t r a t i o n  of f iCe  of r e c o r d  or Graves Regis t ra t ion  
Sec t ion  w e s  included in  the organizat ion of' t h e  Guuarter- 
master S t a f f  Sec t ions .  
i t i e s  i n  both army groups  were l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  disseminat ion 
of t a c h n i c a l  i n f o r n a t i o n  and the rendering of a s s i s t a n c e  
where requi red  t o  dubordinete  commanders. The s p e c i f i c  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of both fmiy Groups a8 per ta ined t o  Graves 
R e g i s t r a t i o n  were P S  f ollovm : 

a .  The Quar te rnas te r  Sub-Section, b t h  iirr,ly Group 
disseminatsd t e c h n i c a l  in for imt ion  t o  armies through f i e l d  
inspeot ions  and f u r n i s h e d  technica l  i i l fornat ion on Orave,s 
p e g i s t r m i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  as d i rec ted  by the  Ass is tan t  Chief 
of S t a f f  G-4.4 

maintained cons tan t  l i a i s o n  w i t h  Grave,s R e b i s t r a t i o n  agen- 
cies of s u b o r d i m t e  headquarters  i n  ooordinat inq o u r r e n t  
p lans  and d i r e c t i v e s  p e r t n i n i n g  t o  t h e  Graves R e g i s t r a t i o n  
Serv ice .  'Jhen neccssary ,  it i m e s t i L a t e a  and moae reooimen- 
d a t i o n s  on t e c h n i c a l  opera t ions  of Quarterimster u n i t s  en- 
gaged in Graves Regis t r f i t ion  a c t i v i t i e s . 5  

8 .  Graves  Rer . i s t rP t ion  Lervice Arm . The or&aniza- 
t i o n  of  t h e  Graves R e g i s t i o n  Service i: each army of t h e  
United S t a t e s  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  European Theoter of Operat ions 
was e s s e n t i a l l y  the s u e  as provided i n  LTO-SOP #26, Burials 
and E f f e c t s ,  9 June 194+.. 
Chief of the Graves Rokis t ra t ion  Service i n  t h e  army a r e a .  
He f u l f i l l e d  l i i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i o s  i n  Graves l l a & i s t r n t i o n  
m e t t e r s  t h r o q h  t h e  Grayos Regis t ra t ion  Divis ion,  O f f i c e  of  
t h e  Army Quurterfimster.'J A s  Chief o f  tho Graves R c g i s t r a -  
t i o n  Service i n  t h e  army, t h o  y r t o r r i a a t e r  was charged 
w i t h  t h e  execution of the fo l lowmk p r i n c i p a l  Craves Regia- 
t rc i t ion  Service a c t i v i t i c s : 6  

a. Control  of' t h e  technica l  funct ions of t h e  
Graves R e g i s t r a t i o n  Servvice In t h e  erm a r e a  i n c l u d i n g  tho  
amployment o i  ,;uarterna s t  er G n V G  S Repfstr a t  .i on companies , 

Graves Regis t ra t ion  nimtters p x t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  army. 

tho a m y  area; and, when. required., t h u  transfer of cemetor- 
i o s  t o  o ther  commands. 

t h r o u o  t h e  establ ishment  of Grhves Hegis t ra t ion  c o l l e c t i n g  . 
p o i n t s .  

Graves Begis t ra t ion  Service a c t i v -  

b .  The tjuarter.uester Sec t ion ,  12 th  Army Group 

The A r m y  Guarternustar  was the 

b. biaintcnance of t h e  o f f i c e  of  rccord f o r  all 

c ,  Establ ishment  and operat ion o f  cometuries i n  

d. Control  of evaouation o f  deoeasod personnel  

9.  Quartermaster  Graves Rek.istrat1on Cofiipnn , The 
Quart  ernia st e r  G r  av o s RG b i  st r a t  ion coupany con st it 5t o s t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  aLency throueh which t h e  Graves R e g i s t r a t i o n  Ser- 
v i a e  funct ioned.1 
t i f i e a  b a t t l e f i e l d  dead. It c c l l e o t e  personal  Qffucts and 
records and forwaras them t o  t h e  Craves i i e g i s t r n t i o n  Divi-  
s l o n ,  Easo Depot, i n  Eccordance w i t h  po l icy  e s t a b l i s h a d  by 
t h e  t h o a t e r  comr.iander I It Locatas and r e g i s t e r s  b a t t l e f i e l d  
p a v e s  and conotor ies  and supervises  intormcnt . The ooiupany 

The compeny c o l l e c t s ,  evacuates  and lden- 



a l s o  maintailis oporationP1 l i a i s o n  with and furn ishes  tech-  
n i c a l  ass i s tance  t o  u n i t s  served.7 

10. Other Echelons. 3ach b a t t a l i o n ,  re l i r ien t ,  d i v i s -  
ion  and hitiher hetidquarters, as wzl l  a s  hospi ta l s ,  depots ,  
and o ther  separate  i n s t o l l s t i o n s ,  and where circumstancos 
made such ac t ion  d e s i r a b l e ,  CorLpanies, b a t t e r i e s  , and o t h e r  
small separate  units, appointed a Graves Regis t ra t ion  
o f f i c e r  ( f ron  personnel o ther  than  rmnbers of t h e  Chaplains 
Corps) and provided ~x3rsonnsl t o  perform t h e  func t ions  of  
Quartemaster  Graves Regis t ra t ion  cor.~pang personnel i n  i t s  
absence. The r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of‘ uni t  comancrars i n  GrQvt-s 
RQgiStratiOn Service mat te rs  were :* 

a ,  To furn ish  porsonncl t o  ad-rmnt C p a r t v r m s t c r  
Graves ReEistrat ion personnel i n  evacuation of thc; dtad $0 
t h e  cehietories. 

b. To furn ish  pefsomel t o  augment LcLuartcrniaster 
Graves R e t i s t r a t i o n  personnel i n  identifying, t h e  dead and 
digging braves. 

i n  

1. 

2 .  

3 .  

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

c.  To ptirforn a l l  Graves Zekis t ra t ion o c t i v f t i u s  
tho absence of Graves R q i s t r a t i o n  company pursoi inol .  
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2?EEL2 
EVACUATION 

GECTI0I.S 1 

ORGAXIZATTON AND PELCCEDDXE 

11. 
poin ts .  

European campaign revealed t h a t  there  were only minor d i f f -  
erences i n  t h e  nethods of  evacuation of deceased personnel  i n  
t h e  four  United S t a t e s  armies ,  The systems employed fol lowed 
i n  pr inc ip le  the doc t r ines  of  hiqher headquarters. The gen- 
e r a l  procedure requi red  oombat u n i t s  t o  evacuate t o  a d i v i s i o n  
co l lec t ing  point  with t h e  Graves Regi t r a t i o n  Service assum- 
ing  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a t  t h a t  point,? The command respons i -  
b i l i t y  of a l l  echelons f o r  t h e  evacuation o f  United S t a t e s ,  
All ied and enemy dead was discharged under the  t e c h n i c a l  
supervis ion of t h e  unlt Graves Begis t ra t ion o f f i c e r s .  I n  t h e  
zone o f  combat and harassed areas ,  un l t  Graves R e g i s t r a t i o n  
e f f l c e r s  were normally charged v i t h  e f f e c t i n g  evacuat ion af 
t h e  dead from place of death t o  cont ro l  points  opera ed by 
Quartermaster Graves Regis t ra t ion Company personnel .' Un- 
buried dead were removed a3 rapidly a s  possible. 
accbmpllshed i n  a considerate  manner and without confus ion  
in order t o  sus ta in  the morale of the t roops.  N o r m l l y ,  
bodies were covered, e s p e c i a l l y  i f  mangled o r  in  an unpresent -  
a b l e  condition, while being transported t o  t h e  cemet sy .  
Routes were prescribed t o  avoid contac t  with troops.3 The 
following data ,  comprising a s e r i e s  o f  representa t ive  r e p o r t s  
and operat ing procedures indicate  the methods used: 

Removal o f  Bodies from B a t t l e f i e l d  t o  C o l l e c t i n g  

a. Information obtained toward the  middle of  the  
- 

Removal wa8 

(I) Seventh Army - The operat ional  scheme for 
t h e  parformance of Graves P e g i s t r a t i o n  
func t ions  was based on t h e  c o l l e o t i n g  
point  syatem of evacuation from the b a t t l e -  
f i e l d  t o  the  cemetery and required t h e  
ooordinated employment of Graves p e g i s -  
t r a t i o n  personnel and organic c o l l e c t i n g  
d e t a i l s .  The collectin.: d e t a i l s  m d e r  
t h e  supervision of' t h e  Ass is tan t  W a v e s  
Regis t ra t ion  Officer evacuated t h e  dead 
from t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  and t ranspor ted  them 
back t o  the col lect ing points .  I n  land-  
ing operations the  f a l l e n  were evacu t e d  

Ninth Army - The remains of United S t a t e s ,  
All ied and enemy personnel were evacuated 
i n  u n i t  t ransportat ion t o  a c o l l e o t i n g  
point  operated by Graves R e g i s t r a t i o n  
personnel or t o  the  army cemeter by t h e  
f i r s t  u n i t  disoovering t h e  body.? 

X I X  Corps - To insure expedi t ious evac- 
uat ion ,  eaah ba t ta l ion  furn ished  a n  evac- 
ua t ion  team gaosis t ing of one e n l i s t e d  
man from ea& pompany which evacuated 
bodies t o  a psglmental collectin.: p o i n t ,  

d l r e c t l y  t o  the cemetery f o r  buria l .  i: 
(2) 

( 3 )  
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Each r & . m c n t  furnished an e V a C u r t i o n  
teem c o n s i s t i n e  of two mcn f r a z  a*ch 
b a t t a l i o n  and it renovcd b o d i c a  t o  the 
d i v i s i p n  c o l l o c t i i s  point .  

45th Ififantry Division - Xaoh ru@fient 
d e t a i l e d  one o f f i c c r  u s u a l l y  tho ass is -  
t a n t  S-1 a s  Graves a e g i s t r a t i o l l  O f r i c W .  
Each regiment de ta i led  and t r a i n e d  f0u.Y 
noncommissionod of f iocrs  and S I X %  em 
p r i v a t e s .  Thay were div ided  i n t o  f o u r  
teams of one noncommissioned o f f i c e r  and 
four  p r i v c t e s  each. Onu tear'i s s l ' v e d  QaOh 
b a t t a l i o n .  The fourth t o a n  u v a c u a t u d  f o r  
the  non-bat ta l ion u n i t s  and S U L J p l o r ~ ~ n t ~ d  
t h e  o t h m  teams a s  required.  ThsSu tualfl3 
c a r r i e d  tho  dead t o  e aoir i t ,  u s u a l l y  on 8 
road near tho  b a t t a l i o n  a i d  s t a t i o n ,  The 
regimental Graves R e L i s t r a t i o n  O f f i c e r ,  
a f t e r  having buen n o t i f i e d ,  picked U p  the  
dead from thb designated locatlor1 and 60- 
l ivurod  t h e  ror,,ains t o  thb d i v i s i o n  col-  
l e c t i n &  point es tab l i shed  by t h e  army. 
The appointment of a h t l . t t a l i o n  ana oom- 
pany Gravcs Xogistrat ion O f f i c o r  or non- 
comiss ionsd  o f f i c c r  did n o t  work in prac- 
t i c 6  due t o  b a t t l e  l o s s e s - i n  p o r s o n n e l  
and r o t a t i o n  of mun on t h i s  duty.= 

( 5 )  30th Infan t ry  Division - 'Tho s v u c u a t i o n  of 
tho dead was accomplished b y  u i r i t a  d i r e c t  
t o  t h e  cmetcry  un t i l  t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h o  
Quart & m a s t  or Graves R a k i s t r a t  i on Borvicc 
platoon which was at tachod t o  t h u  d i v i -  
sion on 27 Junc 1944. T h e r u n l l ; e r  clivi- 
s ion  co l luc t ing  ;Joints w r 6  set up by kho 
Quarturriastur Graves R b g i s t r a t i s l i  Sorvico 

( 4 )  

platoon.7 

( 6 )  79th Infan t ry  Division - Hontbors Of t h o  
band were used f o r  GraVDS R 6 g i a t r a $ i o n  
duty. Regh6ntS duliverLd th6 bodios t o  
tho  d i v i s i o n  ool leot inc p o i n t .  1 o l i c o  of 
tho  b e t t l e f i o l d  incluainb Unitoa s t a b u s  
and e n m y  dead was a oomand r o s p o n s i b i l -  
i t y . 1  

Gth Armored.Division - Each b a t t a l i o n  and 
separa te  uni t  aiJpointod a Gruvus I<oeis- 
t r a t i o n  OPfioor who was r t isponeibic  fo r  
insur ing  t h r t  bodies were u v a a u a t b d  to a 
r e a r  co l lec t ing  point .  T h i s  p o i n t  ~ 8 8  
locatad i n  tho v i c i n i t y  of  t h u  t ra in8 
area ,  p referab ly  i n  t h e  t r u c k  ~ n r k  a r o a I  
This plan was used for  t h e  f i r s t  fuw days 
of thlj cai@ai&.n ir, llorriandy and Bri t tany .  
Frord t h o  t r a i n s  area bodios w o r t )  Q V ~ ~ ~ ~ -  
t e d  t o  t h s  army cumotory. A 1 - t ; o r  hh,, 
Bri t tany  cwqai&n tho realization or t h u  
need for ovacuatink t h o  doad l > r o m p t l g  was 
nppruciatod. Then tho  d i v i s i o n  rfiovud in- 
t o  tho  Nanoy area ,  it was n o c c l s s a r y  to  
changa thu plan of evacuat ion;  an& it i3 
believed,  by considering a l l  tho af f f i -  
c u l t i v s  encountured, a w e l l  wol*kod,out 

( 7 )  
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plan  was cstabl ished.  T h i s  p l a n  pro-  
vided a Crravos Robis t ra t ion  which 
w a s  a s s i t p o d  t o  work with uach t a s k  
f o r c e  n r  combat comnand t h a t  vrtint i n t o  
a c t i o n ,  bddi t ional  clcn and t r a n s p o r t a -  
t i o n  wdru added as  noeaed. E v a c u a t i o n  
of' thc dead we86 givon t h o  h i g h o s t  p r i -  
o r i t y  on t ianspor ta t ion .  Each G r a v e s  
RbLis tmt ion  tcam worked forward t o  t h o  
advanced serv ice  york of t h e  combat c o b  
mand and thoroby rul icvcd thc b a t t a l i o n  
Graves R t e i s t r a t i o n  t e a s  of long h a u l s .  
A t  t h e  advanccd c o l l t c t i n g  p o i n t ,  i d e n -  
t i t y  was establ ished and t h s  b o d i o s  WCYc 
sent  t o  t h e  d iv is ion  r e a r  co l loo t i r i&  
point  where they w r c  reohsckod a n d  ovac- 
uatud t o  a ccmtery  nearby. It ha3 b c c n  
found by erpsr iencc t h a t  it io best; to 
kcLy n r tcord  of ovcry  man bvacuatcd. 
A s  of 1 Novombur 1944, t h o  D i v i s i o n  
Graves RcEistration Scc t ion  had lcss 
d i f f i c u l t y  i n  evacuating t h o  doad t h a n  
a t  any p r L v i o u s  t i i - i L .  Tho B a t t a l i o n  
Graves Registration O f f i c c r s  d i d  e much 
b c t t e r  job  and, by Ebttin& a s d s t a n c o  
from orniy, tho work bocaLlo much easier.  
Array forwarded a fivc-nan tear;; t o  taka 
t h o  bodies beck t o  tho c r m e t o r y  a n d  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  i d c u t i t y  of each i n d i v i d u a l .  
This team had i t s  own t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and 
thcrcby  r e l t a s c d  thL d i v i s i o n  v c h i c l o s  
f o r  s o m  o t t e r  purposc. 

( 6 )  18th I n f a n t r y  Regbunt ,  1st I n f a n t r y  U i v -  
i s i o n  - This ruLimont nec;dCd Gi&htcen  
e n l i s t c d  ncn, f i v e  for oach b a t t a l i o n  
and t l i rco a t  t h G  ru&imerltsl sukA$ly o f f i o e ,  
f o r  Gravos Rogistmtion.  Thc c h a p l a i n s  
w v r t  i n  charLC of t h i s  f u n c t i o n  for tho 
b a t t a l i o n s  .1 

b.  I n  each army, coliGctin€ p o i n t s  wLrc u s t a b -  
Zishcd t o  s c r v i c c  army end corps troops. HowovLr, ovac-  
uat ion by arniy and corps t r o o p s  was f roquont ly  d i ruc t ;  t o  
c u m t e r i e s  if convoniontly locatud.  Tho c o l l o o t i n g  points 
as tab l i shod  by corps  survcd as o point  t o  which corps 
t roops  cvacuatsd t h e i r  doad. corps c o l l e c t i n 5  p o i n t s  also 
rocoived t h e  dead fron d i v i s i o n  C O l l t C t b 1 6  p o i n t a ,  t b u r o b y  
r ~ l i e v i n b  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  of t h b  r c s p o n s i b i l i t y  for tv r joua t -  
ing t o  tho cerictttry. 
a r i l y  army t r o o p s  and h o s 2 i t a l  u n i t s  i n  t h o  rLar of t h o  
army aroa, Evacuation was d i r e c t  the army o o l l u c t i n y  
poin t  t o  t h o  appropr ia te  ccmLtLry. 

Army col leo t inc  p o i n t s  s ~ r v c d  prim- 

12, Collection of bodies  from div is ion  and c o r p s  col- 
loptinR points .  

a. ~ i t h  thc s x c o p t i o n  of' Third U n i t e d  S t x t G e  kw, 
t h e  s y s t u m  of opera t ing  c o l l e c t i n g  points  was k c n c r a l l y  
thtj ,game i n  a l l  a ru ios  and subordinate u n i t s .  In t h u  T h i r d  
United S t a t e s  Army normal proocduros woi-0 rollowed o x c o p t  
i n  c c r t a i o  casos w k r e  ncthods variod t o  m e t  local situ- 
a t i o n s .  Thu nethod uscd by Third Unitod States .4rixy i n  
aocwnplishing t h o  a c t u a l  phaso OP C O l l u O t i O n ,  corLbincd v f i t h  
ovaouation i s  doscribed as follovm: . I  .?'he a s s i e n m u n t  of 
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a Gravos R e g i s t r a t i o n  p la toon  t o  a d i v i s i o n  was found t r  
be a waste of personnel .  
ly t ra int id ,  s t a f f e d  and equippod t o  p ropcr ly  opornto a 
oumetery. The p r o b l w  wcs solvud by oporat ing ono army 
oumetory and a t t a c h i n g  a small col luc t ipg  tcnm t o  each 
d i v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  purposa of evacuating t o  tho army aumo- 
tory. The team was composed o f  f i v a  men ana two 3/l+-ton 
t r u c k s  w i t h  1-ton t ra i le rs .  On good roads theso tLams 
could evacuate up t o  a d i s tenco  o f  ,150 m i l e s  d u r i q  r a p i d  
advanoes by t h e  army.9 

uni ts  i n d i c n t a  a closer adhcrsnoe t o  tho  systom prescr ibdd 
i n  tho 
a t e r  of Oporetions for  the omployment of t h o  &artormaster  
Graves RLgistrat ion Company i n  operating c o l l e o t i n g  poin ts .  
This  procedure prescr ibed  t h a t  thu Gravos Rugis t ro t ion  Cnm- 
pany, with at tached l a b o r ,  would normally bu s t e t i o n e d  80 
as t o  i d e n t i f y  and t o  ovacuatc from c o l l e o t i n g  p o i n t s ,  m- 
aofar  a was p r a c t i c a b l e ,  a l l  duad t o  thu dosignnted oeme- 
tories.' A series of suoh commcnta a re  s e t  f o r t h  b t l o w :  

This  small unit  was inndoquate- 

b. Representat ive comr,onts from various other 

Standing Operating Procodurtl of t h G  Europoan The- 

Suvcn'th Army - Normally, s u f f i c i e n t  
Gravos Rogis t ra t ion  companios were as- 
sign,nud t o  a n  army 80 t h n t  onu G r a v B e  
R a g i s t r a t i o n  platoon could bo nttaohod 
t o  uech d i v i s i o n  er  t a s k  force.  The 
Gravos Rogistrat ion O f f i c e r  c)f t i lo  di- 
v i s i o n  a l loca tud  suc t ions  o f  t h i s  pla- 
toon t o  olumunts of t h t  d i v i s i o n  a s  
ndtrdsd t o  insure propcr functi 'oning of 
t h e  c o l l e c t i n g  point  systum.4 

V Corps ( F i r s t  Army] - Gravos Rugistra-  
t i o n  p la toons  were a t tachod t o  each ,f 
thd thrau div is ions  of t h o  corps for 
ooorationsonly. In  addi t ion ,  a Quart- 
ermas t e r  Service Platoon was also 
"loanad". ThtJ two u n i t s  workink t o -  
guthur made up Gravos R e g i s t r a t i o n  
teams which hnndlvd t h o  c o l l e c t i o n  of 
a l l  bodiws within d i v i s i o n  ar3aS. The 
sarv ioe  personnel performod most o f  
thi: ussent i+  labor ,  tAup r o l i c v i n g  
combat t roops  of t h i s  du ty  and t h o  
Gravos Regis t ra t ion  pureonnol at t h o  
c o l l e c t i n g  poin t  wdro ablc! t o  cbmpleto 
t h e  proowwing of thb rumains.l@ 

X I 1 1  Corps (Ninth "y) - gach d i v i -  
s i o n  w d u r  t h e  corps was surviced by 
8 platoon of a Graves R e g i s t r a t i o n  com- 
pany which oporatsd d i v i s i o n  c o l l e c t i n g  
poin ts .  Uivision c o l l o c t i n g  points and 
oorps  t r o o p s  avaouated t o  thu oorpe col- 
l c o t i n g  poin t  which was operated by a 
p l a t o p y  of a Gravos Rogis t ra t ion  Com- 
pany-. 

30th I n f a n t r y  Division - Col loc t ing  
poin ts  wero ostabl ished find maintained 
about two milos in r o a r  of the front, 
The QUarttrrriIaStdr Gravzs R e g i s t r a t i o n  



Service platoon received, processed a d 
evacuatud t h e  dead from thoso points. 9 

13. S e c i a l  rbcaut ions i n  handling bodics and neu- 
I tr@izin(,-psd bodias. 

8 .  Aside from normal pracoutions taken t o  pre- 
serve i d m t i t y  and t o  handlt t h e  dead with  rospect,  it bo- 
caraa apparent e a r l y  in t h o  European Theator of Operations 
tha t  uxtra pr8cautions would hcvo t o  be taken i n  the in- 
spection and handling o f  bodics because of mines and booby- 
t raps ,  It is belibvod t h o  subject of booby-trapped b o d i e s  
and minod a r m s  wherein the dead l a y  1s worthy of s p e c i a l  
oonsideration. That wc faced an onemy who would r e s o r t  t o  
booby-trappi=@; thc dead was renlizud e a r l y  enough t o  war- 
rant inclusion of t h e  followin6 e t a t 6 a m t  in  j?L 10-63, 
GrovuB Rckistration: "In thu sdaroh for bodies g roa t  oflrr; 
should bu tnken t o  avoid booby-traps and anti-porsonnol 
m i n b s  wh ch may havo huen placed undm bodies by unomy 
f orcos .I1$ To i m p l a t n t  such in s t ruc t ions ,  un i t  Grams Re- 
E i s t r a t i o n  o f f i cu r s  duvolopcd t h c i r  own methods t o  countcr- 
a c t  tho dangLr invclvod in tho handling of bodies. The fol- 
lowing i s  t y p i c a l  of t h e  mbans cmployed by many: 

(1) A t  all t i m o s ,  bodies bcing pickild up on 
t h e  b a t t l a f i u l d  should bu jurkod by a 
ropu  a t  l t a s t  200 f w t  long i n  ordLr t o  
make sure they a r ~  not  booby-trapped. 
;e hod derinit l :  indicet ions of booby- 

t rapr ing  bad bodius w i t h  cgg and rifle 

Takc every possiblo precaution as t h e  
Gdrmans hnvo booby-truppcd h d i o a n  
doad by attaching hand grunadus t o  tho 
dog t a 6  chains so a pui3 on the  chain 
w i l l  firc! thv grunsda. 

b. Th,: proooduro was t o  delay t h a  ool loct ion of  
bodies i n  Rn arua beliuvud or known t o  bu m l n u d  u n t i l  tho 
arvk was oloarad by pursonnel t ra incd in nine-cloaring op- 
e ra t ions ,  The f n c t  t h & t  one Grew& Rugistrat ion Company 
in thu Suropuan Theater o r  Opurztions l o s t  1 2  men who s e t  
off minds whilo romoving bodios ceusdd curtain rcoommund 
t i o n s  for changes in porsonnal and oquipmont t o  bu made. 

grLn8dOS. 95 
( 2 )  

b- 
14. Search of tho  ba t t le f io ld .  

a. Thci nccoeai ty  f o r  immtdiatc soarch of t h c  
b a t t l e f i e l d ,  both  for  tho 6ake of U n i t  morale and w i t h  a 
viow toward propor iden t i f i ca t ion ,  i s  umbodiod i n  ins t ruo-  
tions which wore i s sued a t  an oar ly  date  t o  Graves Ro- 
g i s t r a t i o n  units. 
of euch instruct ione.  Thu following pr inc ip les  on bRttl6- 
f i e l d  suarch wuru StreSSbd: 

Unit t ra in ing  included tho  appl ica t ion  

(1) As soon a8 t h e  area i e  frm from hos- 
t i l e  firct, tho f i n a l  end complete sys- 
tdrnatic scaroh f o r  bodies w i l l  ba mndc 
by Gravus Registration Sorvico u n i t s  
assigned t o  tho a r m .  Spbcial  pruoau- 
t i o n s  w i l l  bo takon t o  uvacuate b o d i u s ,  
from t hc  ooipany, b a t t a l i o n  and m g i -  
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mental a i d  s t a t i o n s ,  or t h e  co l leo t ing  and 
c lear ing  s ta t ions .  Careful searches w i l l  
be made of b a t t l e f i e l d s  t o  insure t h a t  
b u r i a l  of t h e  dead and r e g i s t r a t i o n  of 
graves have not been overlooked.3 

Careful arid organized search o f  a b a t t l e -  
ground nust  be rcade wlth a view t o  cvac- 
ua t lnc  a l l  deceased personnel t o  e s t a b l i s h e d  
b u r i a l  grounds, Defense a.7aine.t enelry f i r e  
involves cover and concealment. TLe job 
of searchln:" the b a t t l e f i e l d  i s  mde cliff- 
i c u l t  by t h i s  f a c t .  Every e f f o r t  nust be 
exercised,  however, t o  evacuate t h e  r e x a i n s  
of a l l  deceased soldiers.14 

b. The imoortance of urompt and e f f i c i e n t  b a t t l e -  
f i e l d  search is f u r t h e r  s t ressed  i n  the  Toll'owinz s ta tement  
made bv a Bat ta l ion  Graves 9e:tistration Officer: *The o r -  
ganizat ions want t h e  men off the  f i e l d  quickly. The b a t t a l -  
ion teains a re  In a pos?t ion t o  knon the path o r  a r e a  o f  t h e  
operat ion and h o w  many of t h e  men o r  knovi who can i d e n t i f y  
them. 

nSECTION 2 

DISCUfiSICN --- 
15, General. Respons ib i l l t i es  for  evacuation and c o l l -  

ec t ion  a r e  placed by doct r ines  and d i rec t ives  o f  t h e  War 
Department and those prepared in the  European Theater of' 
Operations. Actual methods for  accomplishing evacuat ion 
wer8 t o  a great  degree l e f t  t o  conmmders concerned. In t h e  
absence of any prescr ibed procedures, there  were varyinq 
ideas  anone u n i t s  cis t o  how t h e  j o b  should be done. A t  t t e  
same t i n e  any a c t u a l  var iances  i n  operations were e s s e n t i a l l y  
of a minor neture  since evacuatton of the dead has  a single 
motive, t h e  removol of a body from place o f  d e a t h  t o  a cem-l 
e te ry  f o r  b u r i a l ,  and t h e  establishment of  i d e n t i t y .  Zvacu- 
a t i o n  is divided tn to  two ?hasas. Wie f i rs t  phase is con- 
oernec! with the removal o f  t h e  body from d a c e  of death t o .  
t h e  cont ro l  o f  quartermaster Graves Fepis t ra t ion  elen,ents, 
The second phase begins when the body passes t o  t h e  c o n t r o l  
of C,uartermster Graves Regis t ra t ion elenents  and ends when 
it reaches the  cenetery. Promptly c l e a r i n :  the b a t t l e f i e l a ,  
avoidinK lowerinp the morale of  the l i v i n g ,  e s t n b l i s h i n y  and 
maintaininE i d e n t i t y ,  and oonservin? personnel and equipment 
should be t h e  chief consideratlons taken i n t o  aocount when 
devisinq any plan t o  accomplish e i ther  o r  both phases. 

16. The phase of rempval pf the body f r o m  p lace  of 
death t o  contro, of Cuarternaster s t r a t  on e l e -  
ments is best ebcomui~shed b y  p e L 9 ? ~ ~ ~ ? f % f i i i  
t a t t l e  area and havinr: knowledee of the u n i t s  and personnel  
t h a t  operated over t h e  a rea ,  The l a t t e r  is v i t a l l y =  
essary i n  obtaininq the  maximum o f  id8nt i f ica t ione .  For 
examnie I the  system of employlnf: ba t ta l ion  evacuation 
teems, a s  pract iced by t h e  45th Infentry Division, appears  
t o  combine the pr inc ip les  desired. Further, it is 
worthy of remark t h a t  t h i s  system was emplcyed by a 
battle-wise organization t h a t  had Rained much combat 
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exuerience gr ior  t o  the 3urooenn campaiqn, 
e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  personnel of evacuating teams be eaini l iar  with 
nersonnel of the u n i t s  t h e y  serve ,  i n  a combht unit, t h e  use 
of personnel from u n i t s  such a s  r i f l e  comoanies can h a r d l y  
be j u s t i f i e d .  This i s  t r u e  s i n c e  t h e r e  is na task  s o  de- 
pressin.? t o  a combat s o l d i e r  a6 having t o  c l e a r  h13 dead com- 
rades f r o m  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  To obta in  maximup: e f f i c i e n c y  
and avoid undue hardship on t h e  aomhat so ld ie r ,  it is  be l ieved  
t h a t  evacuatint: t e m s  should be organized froffi personnel of 
r e e i m n t a l  or similer organizat ion service eleaents. I n  a 
d iv is ion ,  adherence t o  t h i s  nlen would avoid the use of ger- 
sonnel from the band or from other  d iv is ion  service elements. 
Such Personnel, undoubtedly, could not be used f u l l  t h e  f o r  
Graves Zl,eqistration d u t i e s  because t h i s  would l n t e r f e r e  with 
t h e i r  3rimary d u t i e s .  Fersonnel from the  I ieghenta l  Serv ice  
Coimany a r e  best su i ted  for Graves Pegis t ra t ion  duty i n  the 
ref imental  area.  It is noted t h a t  as di f fe ren t  d i v i s i o n s  
mined  exnerience t h e  tendency was tovard t h e  plan f o r  evac- 
uat ion teams t o  serve i n  b a t t a l l o n  a reas ,  usin.: t h e  sane team 
u i t h  the  seine b a t t a l l  on throuqhout , 

'Ihoudh it 1s 

'ee d i v i s i o n s .  
9n0 p h t o a n  serves  each d iv is ion  and the-remalning platoon 
serve9 t h e  carps headquarters and c o r p  trooaa. 3ach Dlatoon 
I s  theore t ioa l ly  ab le  t o  openate a d i v i s i o c  oemetery. Db- 
vis ion  antl corps cemeteries were es tab l i shed  only I n  the  early 
phases of t h e  operat ions i n  €-ormndy and Bri t tany.  La ter  eaah 
army operated one or more army oeneter ies ,  usual ly  only one 
per army. This was gossible  s ince  road conditions permit ted 
evaouatfon over loncer  d i s tances  than o r i g i n a l l y  thouTht ~ o s s -  
ible. 
found i t s  primary duty that  of  operat ing e co l leo t lnn  poin t  
and evacuatin.: froai the c o l l e c t i n g  point t o  the  oemetery. The 
statement of  the Graves Fe: is t ra t ion Officer o f  T h i r d  un i ted  
S t a t e s  Amy t h a t  t h e  Graves Degis t ra t ion  olotoon a s  organ- 
ized and used i n  t h e  Turopean Theater of Gperations was In- 
adequately t r a i n e d ,  s t a f f e d  and equipped t o  operate  a cemetery 
1s convurred in. The s y s t e m  used by Third United S t a t e s  Army 
of employinLi a snall team from army Graves Regis t ra t ion  ger-  
sonnel t o  operate a d i v i o i o n  col lec t in ;  point  and o t t e r  smal l  
teams t o  evacuate from suck, p o i n t s  i s  believed sound and 
workable and b e t t e r  than employin? an e n t i r e  platoon for 
t h i s  work,' It s tands t o  reason t h a t  where one cemetery i s  
ooerated f o r  an army, t t  w i l l  be a h r g e  oemetery and one 
t n n t  w i l l  require  a l l  Graves P e q i s t r a t i o r  personnel a v a i l a b l e .  
A t  l e a s t  two companies were used t o  operate  some of  t h e  lPree 
oemeterles es tabl ished durinq the European campaign. The 
use of a plan as  adopted by Third United S ta tes  Army not only 
tends  tu save personnel and equiunent, but e l s o  t o  l o c a l i z e  
i d e n t l f i o a t i o n  procedures ana avoids  excess hondlini: of t h e  
bodies. 

Thus a Graves r e s i s t r a t i o n  platoon supportinq a d i v i s i o n  
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IDENTIPICATI ON 

SECTION 1 

PIIOCPDURE 

18. Respons ib i l i ty .  The necess i ty  f o r  p o s i t i v e  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  the  dead I s  t o  prevent  t h e  burying of 
unknowns and t o  prevent  erroneous i d e n t i t i e s .  The d e t e r -  
mlnnt ion of t h e  i d e n t i t y  of t h e  dead is a command respon- 
s i b i l i t y .  1e.r Departsient d i r e c t i v e s  chnrge the  Quarter- 
mas ter  Graves R e g i s t r a t i o n  Company with  both t h e  euper- 
v i s i o n  and execut ion of proceduras connected with t h e  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  dead.1 
execut ion  of command r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in connection w i t h  
i d e n t i f i o a t i o n ,  unit  Graves R e g i s t r a t i o n  Off icers  in t h e  
European Theater of Operat ions were chnrged with coordina- 
t i n e  graves r e g i s t r a t i o n  n c t i v i t i e s  wi th in  t h e  unit con- 
cerned t o  see  t h o t  personnel  were furnished t o  supplement 
Q u a r t e r m s t e r  Grave Regis t rRt ion  personnel i n  i d e n t i f i -  
c a t i o n  of t h e  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  was an important  
f u n c t i o n  i n  a l l  echelons of evacuation, beginning with 
t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of i d e n t i f y i n g  media by t h e  Cr&ves Aegis- 
t r a t i o n  personnel  who f i r s t  discovered t h e  body. 

In  providing f o r  t h e  e c t u a l  

19. The e x t e n t  t o  which responsible  personnel  ob- 
t a i n e d  p o s i t i v e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . ,  

a. The e x t e n t  t o  whioh reBpOnSible personnel  
d i r e c t  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  i s  enbodied i n  t h e  fol lowing 
polioy of t h e  Zuropean Theater  of Operations. 

(1) I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t a g s  and a l l  e f f e o t s  
w i l l  be l e f t  upon the body t o  be remov- 
ed by t h e  personnel  superv is ing  b u r i a l ,  

An examination w i l l  be maae by person- 
tlel engaged i n  ovaouation, and i n  t h o s e  
i n s t a n c e s  where i d e n t i f y i n b  d a t a  a r e  
not  p r e s e n t  u?on tho  person of t h e  de- 
ceased,  such g e r s o r a e l  will a t t e m p t ,  
through mmns a v a i l a b l e ,  t o  a s c e r t a i n  
i d e n t i t y  nnd p lace  evidence w i t h  the 
body. 

( 3 )  I f  a body is del ivered  t o  the  c o l l e o -  
t i n g  poin t  un ident i f ied ,  evory e f f o r t  
will be made, g r i o r  t o  evacuat ion t o  
cemetery, t o  have t h e  body viewed by 
nenbers  of  the colutland opera t ing  in 
t h o  area wherein t h e  casua l ty  occurred.  
Xarly i n v e s t i g n t i o n  w i l l  o f t e n  r e s u l t  
i n  I d  n t i f i c f l t i o n  otherwise unobtain-  

(2) 

able .  f l  
b. The impartanoe of f i n g e r p r i n t s  i n  i d e n t i f y -  

ing a bod not  be overlooked ond t h i s  medim wns used 
axtensiveIy:' The importance o f  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of 
the troundefl 1 . c ~  s t r e s e e d  t o  medico1 personnel  due t o  t h e  
p o e s i b i l i t y  t h o t  dea th  m i g h t  occur d u r i w  evacuat ion o r  

- 14 - 



i n  a medica l  i n s t a l l a t i o n .  Ued ica l  personnel nttached t o  
t h e  Graves Regis t ra t ion  company a s s i s t e d  i n  the e s t a b l i s h -  
ment of t h e  cause End c e r t a i n t y  of  death, as well RS a id-  
i n g  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  bg means of technica l  inspect ion 8nd 
c e r t a i n  n o t a t j  ons .I 

20. $valuat ion of m a n s  of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  

a .  In order t o  evaluate t h e  numerous menns of 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e  procedure l i s t e d  by t h e  Firat United 
S t a t e s  Army, which produced exce l len t  r e s u l t s ,  is ox- 
t r a c t e d  i n  substance a s  follows: 

V d e n t i f i c u t i o n .  .., . 
a. It is e s s e n t i a l  t h e t  a l l  personnel  

Iden- 
engaged i n  the c o l l e c t i o n  and evacuation of  t h e  
dead preserve all evidence of i d e n t i t y .  
t i f i c a t i o n  t e g s  and a l l  e f f e c t s  w i l l  be kept 
upon the  body. 

b. The fol lowing are considered t o  be 
ssl t isfnctory evidence of i d e n t i t y ,  i f  no o ther  
ind icn t ions  which tend to contradict  are cb- 
served (var iance  i n  c lo th ing  markings will not  
be regarded ser ious ly) :  

(1) I d e n t i f i c n t i o n  tags worn 
around neck. 

( 2 )  Pnyboolr br pay data  card. 

( 3 )  An o f f i c i a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
cord. 

( 4 )  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  brace le t  worn 
on t h e  wrist. 

( 5 )  Emergancy Nodical t a g ,  i n  t h e  
absence of other  evidencs; in- 
d i c a t i n g  thclt name, e tc . ,  was 
obtained from t h e  deceased be- 
fore  death, 

c ,  Depending upon circums$ances, a oom- 
binat ion of two or mor0 of the  following may be 
considered c s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  s a t i s f a c t o r y  evidence 
of i d e n t i t y :  

(1) I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t a g s  c w r i e d  

( 2 )  Personal  l e t t e r s  or paaors. 

elsewhere than around the neok. 

( 3 ) 
( 4 )  Engraved jewelry. 

( 5 )  Clothing merking, p a r t i c u l a r l y  

Mot o r  vehicle operat or ? s permit'. 

on lag@ings and b e l t .  

d .  dhanever the evidence found cu t h e  
body is not  antisfaotory, personnel engnged i n  



evacua t i an  w i l l  immediately make every e f f o r t  
t o  o b t a i n  a c e r t i f i c a t e  of i d e n t i t y ,  siLned 
by a t  l e a s t  one but pre fe rab ly  two members of 
t h e  deceased ' s  u n i t ,  

e .  If a c e r t i f i c a t e  of i d e n t i t y  cnnnot 
b e \ o b t a i n e d ,  s p e c i a l  c a r e  must bo t akcn  t o  re- 
cord any and a l l  in fo rms t ion  which might assist 
in e s t a b l i s h i n g  i d e n t i t y  a t  a l a t c r  d a t e .  The  
recorded  i n f o r m t i o n  should accompany body t o  
p l ace  of b u r i a l .  The fo l lowing  a r c  examples oi 
i tems of i n fo rma t ion  des i r ed :  

(1) The exac t  p l ~ c e  where t h e  body 
we8 found. 

( 2 )  If found i n  a veh ic lo  01' plmtr 
wreck, the names of i d e n t i f i e d  
decoasud found i n  t h e  same VB- 
h i c l e .  

e q u i p m a t  found on o r  noa r  t h e  
body" . . . .s 

b,  Procedures  used  i n  o the r  armies and subord i -  
n a t e  u n i t s  g e n e r o l i y  fo l lowed  t h o s e  of F i r s t  United S t a t o s  
Army. The degree t o  which those  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i d e r i t i f i -  
c a t i o n  followed procedures  was r e f l e c t e d  in t h e  r a t e  of 
unlcnowns buridd by a p a r t i c u l a r  u n i t .  As an  example of 
how n i n u t o l y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  were conducted t o  e s t a b l i s h  
t h e  i d e n t i t y  of e. body, oomrii~ints m d e  on t h e  s u b j e c t  by 
t h e  Graves R e g i s t r e t i o n  O f f i c e r ,  Thi rd  Uni ted  S t a t e s  h a y ,  
a r e  nS fo l lows:  , . . . t lNo one b a s i s  of i d o r i t i f i c e t i o n  was 
found t o  be p o s i t i v e .  C e r t i f i c a t e s ,  s ignad  by o f f i c e r s  
who proposed t o  know tho  dscoased, have g iven  er roneous  
i d e n t i f  i o a t i o n ,  as have i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t a g s  i n -  some cases .  
R o m b i n a t i o n  of t a g s ,  c l o t h i n g  mcrks,  paybook, i d e n t i f i -  
c a t i o n  c a r d s ,  r i n g s  or b r a c e l e t s ,  a l l  i n  aLreament, gen- 
e r a l l y  fu rn i shed  t h e  o o r r e c t  i d e n t i t y . .  . , . P r o f i l a  and 
f u l l  f t  c e  p o r t r a i t s  of t h e  deceased wore mede and a t t n c h -  
ed  t o  t h e  check l i s t  of unknowns, These g i c t u r e s  were 
r e a d i l y  recognized by former  f r i e n d s  and i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
was qu ick ly  and p o s i t i v e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d .  K o r L i o i m s  s p e n t  
ninny hour6 r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  the fdoe end removing b a t t l e  
8cni-s t o  mako rem&ins r e c o g n i z a b l e  before p i c t u r e s  were 
t a k e n  by lamy S i g n a l  Corps photographers.  The value of 
t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  was d e f i n i t e l y  e s tnb l i shed  by the l a r g e  
number of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  mnde through t h e i r  use. Mor- 
t i c i a n s  were found t o  be ind i spensab le  i n  t h e  p rooess  of 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  i d e n t i t y .  T h e i r  knowlodge of t h e  human 
body enabled them t o  meke e s t i m n t e s  o f  phys ion l  charao- 
t e r i s t i c s  t h e t  would have been imposs ib le  for  a layman. 
Through t h e  USQ of moterials such F ~ S  cosmet ic  wm, 
n e e d l e s ,  and ins t ruments  o r  fLe ld  exped ien t s ,  t h e y  pre- 
pared  t h e  bodies  f o r  p i c t u r e s  nnd sccured c l u e s  which 
would have been overlooked b:7 inexperbnced personnel .  
They took  g r e a t  p r i d e  i n  t h e i r  work m a ,  daspi te  ad- , 

vonoed aecomposi t ion cnd s i cken ing  odors i n  many c a s e s ,  
reoorded  a l l  p o s s i b l e  c l u e s  upon which i d e n t i t y  m i g h t  
be bnsed . . . . . p  craonal e f f e c t s  were minute ly  desc r ibed  
on t h e  r e p o r t  of burial. They were s e n t  t o  u n i t s  for 
e x m h a t i o n  a s  a i d s  t o  ea t c ib l i sh ing  i d e n t i t y .  

( 3 )  S o r i a l  numbers of mix, o r  o t h e r  

Even i t e m s  



of no i n t r i n s i c  w r t h  such c s  rczor blades, pecu1ir.r 
but ton3 cnd photographs were saved. Reports of Burial  of crew members Were fhaYs Cross-referenced t o  f n c i l i -  
t n t e  i n v e s t i w t i o n s  I I .  9 

foilnd without  ident i f icat ion.  tags were ce.refuiiy check- 
e d  ngninst b u t t l e  casual ty  records t o  determine sccuracy 
Of tho s p e l l i n g  of t he  name, ronk, s e r i a l  nunbcr, dzte  
of‘ death ,  Unit  cl3signr”t CaSUhlty s tc tun,  and re l i -  
t i o n . .  . . t h e  bas i s  udon which ident i ty  could be estab- 
l i s h e d .  Relinnce ’wes not  placed on any one f cc to r .  ui 
c l u e s  were rocbrded. This procedure not  only r e s u l t e d  in 
a s t e b l l s h l n g  ident i f ica t ions  rapidly but it also r e s u l t e d  
i n  p o s i t i v e  Identificationsll . .  , , , 

ReFOrtS of bu r i a l  of remeins 

21. Where bodicrs oould not  be i den t i f i ed  b e d i n t e l y ,  
the f O l l O W i ~ P ~ C Q d U r e 5  GOVernOd: 

a .  Group bur i a l s .  

(1) In ~ ~ 8 3 s  .of group casucl t ies ,  eit1le.r 
9irPlNne crzshca or  burned tnnks,  wi th  
individufll i d e n t i t i e s  con  l c t e l y  l o s t  
and mhere only group i d e n t i t i a s  could 
be determinod by orgenizational lists 
showing the crew cmplemont of t he  a i r -  
p k n e  o r  tank a t  the teke-off or cam- 
mencemnt o f  ecticn,  a t  t.imes it was 
possibla t o  s e p r n t e  aad presorva the -  
individual remciins of one o r  more cnd, 
i n   so^^ instances,  n l l  nembars of the 
crew. 
posi t ive means of ident i f ica t ion  are 
found upon t h e  individual r a i n s ,  t h e  
par t icu lar  case o f f e r s  no complication 
or doubt E S  t o  i d s n t i t g  cnd the remains 
w i l l  be buried i n  the prescribad mnnner .  
ihen individual cnsee have all evidence 
of S3ont i f ica t im completely destroyed 

should be def ini te ly  marked Uak?orm X- 
6, X - ’ 7  c t c , .  the nunbber os=.ip,xuc! t o  the  
f irst  b2d.y being the next sfirjz; u n b r  
t o  t he  lost, u.limnv~n x I,~IU>C.::).. L3.e.- 

ceaoed &i.lrecdy buried i n  the c e n e t c y  
whore TAW r e m i n s  are t o  be in te r red .  
Tho grnvos likowiae w i l l  be s o  mzrked 
”hat t he  rcffiains ail1 have a d e f i n i t e  
grave locat ion,  The importance of 
obtciEing fingerprints end d e f i n i t e l y  
aff ixing tho ZJrop0.r X (Numbar) t o  the 
remuins, with n m e  of cubietery a d  
Crave locatipn noted on tnu repor t  af  
b u r i a l  w i l l  peruf t  fur thsr  idcnt i f icn-  
t i o n  resuzrch by t h o  Office of The Quar- 
tormuster Gunoral with soma p o s s i b i l i t y  
of eventually determining i d e n t i t y .  

I n  cases -,iherc the r a m i n s  of 2. CPs’w or 
o ~ r t a i n  number of its members a r e  so 

by f i m ,  torn apflrt and Scat- 
tored by cxplosivc notion, or mingled 
together SO a s  t o  pravent segr:ragc.tion 

pnnrltodccl p a r t s  adhorine t o  it which 

men iden t i f i ce t ion  ti=@ o r  o t h e r  

by fir0 or  Qthervise,  these bodies 

( 2 )  

of, individual rcra’IoninS, 8 S h l l  I l i th  
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can p o s i t i v e l y  be e s t ab l i shed  as p a r t  
of on ind iv ic iua l  remains should ba r e -  
garded as an  ind iv idua l  case and bu r i ed  
in  a s c p a r a t e  grave. These graves w i l l  
be marlrod and recorded as Unknown X 
(Number), t h e  number assignlsd be ing  i n  
accordance w i t h  t h e  method prescr ibed  
above,  Subsequent exhumation f o r  ihen- 
t i f i c a t t o n  w i l l  permit,  in many cases ,  
p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  complcto t o o t h  charts 
which shoulcl give s o m  assurance of 
conclus ive  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s .  

I n  i n s t a n c e s  where it is  absolutely 
hpOSSibl6  t o  segrega te  bodies i n  whole, 
o r  i n  p a r t ,  o f f e r i n g  no p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
l a t e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  a l l  r e o ~ v o r a b l e  
romains will be gathorod and  bur ied  i n  
a s i n g l e  grave. The b u r i b l  record  w i l l  
show t h o  a c t i o n  taken and t h o  namos of 
t h e  crew comple" t ,  i f  a v a i l a b l e .  All 
i d e n t i f y i n g  numbers on t h o  a i r p l a n e  or 
tank, i f  a v a i l a b l e ,  should a l s o  be ro- 
corded. Th@ aame information w i l l  be 
rccorded  on t h o  graves marked by em- 
bossed plates and w i l l  a l so  bo p laced  
on thc burio!. rocord.  

( 3 )  

b Ind iv idua l  unk.~l~Jas, 

(1) Unknorrm, such as watur c a s u a l t i c s  
even tua l ly  washed ashore, whom all 
p o s i t i v e  ovidenoe of i d u n t i f i c a t i o n  
has been l o s t  dU6 t o  prolongad -or- 
s i o n ,  docomposition and other  causs s ,  
Should when recovered be given an X 
(Number) des igna t ion  in accordance wi th  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  containod above. 

I n  tho33 c m e s  whora t he  oomplete d e n t a l  
c h a r t  can be obtaincd without m u t i l a t i o n  
of tho jaws, t h i s  s lou ld  be aocompljshcd 
and a copy of t h e  ahar t  submittcld t o  Tho 
Quartelmister General, t o g s t h e r  with 
such o t h a r  in format ion  as t o  designation 
of o rgan iza t ion  i n  a c t i o n  i n  th i s  par- 
t i o u l a r  arm a t  poss ib le  time of dea th ,  
and o thc r  p a r t i n e n t  fcctf thet might 
offur c luos  t o  i d o n t i f y ,  

(2) 

22. I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of k l l i o u  ana onemy dead. It is  
the r o s p o n s i b i l i t y  of tho  Grevus a e g i s t r a t i o n  Se rv ice ,  
when circumstances of war mako it nuoossary, t o  car?. f o r  
A l l i e d  Qnd enem?? dead. Tho normal muthod of e s t a b l i s h i n g  ____ -. 
proper i d e n t i t f o f  A l l  ed and cinemy dead was the same as 
that  f o r  o u  own dead,$ Documonts found on enemy dead 
wexe disposed of i n  a c c o r d a c e  w i t $  r egu la t ions  dealing 
with documends found. on the enemy. 

SECTION 2 

REPORTS AND BECORDS 
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23. Necessi ty  f o r  accuracy and completeness. 

a;  Reports  of b u r i a l s ,  both idunt i f ied  and un- 
i e u n t i f i e d ,  e r e  ruquired not  only a3 a normal administra- 
t i v u  func t ion  of a Graves Regis t ra t ion  uni t ,  b u t  also t b  
a i d  t h e  Adjutant General i n  determining tho cor rec t  statha 
of all c a s u a l t i e s ,  Records covering tho  b u r i a l  of idont i -  
f i o d  and u n i d e n t i f i e d  bod ius  a r e  necessary: 

To provide t h e  vim Department with a 
record of grave locat ions and i d e n t i f i -  
c a t i o n  of each rtmains i n  order t h a t  the 
next  of  k in  may b G  no t i f ied .  

To allow f o r  tho  f i n a l  accounting of a l l  
adminis t ra t ivo  m t t e r s  per ta in ing  t o  t h o  
deceased ( insurance,  f i n a l  pay duo, 

To cnabl i  t h e  Graves Regis t ra t ion  Ser- 
vice t o  a s c e r t a i n ,  through r a t i o  of onu 
t o  t h e  other ,  whether the  m o s t  e f f i c i e n t  
methods of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  are being em- 
ployed. 

a f f e c t s ,  e t 0  )I ) I 

b. 'Acouracy and completeness are  of prime in- 
portance i n  the  maintenence of Grave9 Regis t ra t ion Serv ice  
records due t o  t h e  n a t u r g d e  t h e  mission of t h e  Service 
apd i i s  e f f e c t  upon morale, both a t  the f r o n t  and a t  
home. 

24. Graves Re i s t r a t i c n  Serv ice  Fora #1, R e p o r t o r  
Eurifl. f o r  ident i? ica t fon  purposes.  Graves Regis t ra t ion  
Servioe Form # 1  i s  Dreuared bs the' Graves Regis t ro t ion  
Service hcvirig j u r i s d i i t i o n  for uach bur in l  perforoled by 
Anerican forces  outs ide  t h e  co1,tinantal United S t a t e s +  
The r e p o r t  i s  v e r i f i e d  as t o  completeness and accuracyi 
ana no cnange o r  a d a i t i o n  i s  a0 epted unloss i n i t i a l e d  by 
t h e  o f f i c e r  s ign ing  t h e  repor t ,g  I n  the  hkropean Theater 
of Operations t h e  form was found t o  b e  general ly  adequate 
i n  serv ing  i t s  purpose. 
the genera l  use m d e  of t h e s e  r e p o r t s :  "An adequate 
filing system was devised which safeguard& the buria l  
r e p o r t s  from excessive wear and dmese  and a l s o  which 
recorded all information t h c t  gassed t h r o u g h  t h e  o f f i c e  
concerning any one namo. Reports of Bur ia l  were secure ly  
bound, a lphabet ica l ly ,  by cemetory ,,.. repor t s  of b u r i a l  
of remains found without i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  togs were care-  
f u l l y  checked a g a i n s t  b a t t l e  oasua l ty  rucords t o  determine 
accuracy of  t h e  s p e l l i n g  of t h e  n m e ,  rank, s e r i a l  numbw, 
d a t e  of death,  u n i t  assignment, casuol ty  status, cad 
r e l i g i o n " .  , , , , 5  Graves R e g i s t r a t i o n  Form #l WRS super- 
seded by Jnr  Department li&fC Form 104.2 on 1 Apr i l  194.5; 
however, t h e  new form was hot re leasod i n  time t o  b e  used 
i n  t h e  Xuropean Theater of Operations, The new r e p o r t  o f  
bu r i a l  i s  an improvement on t h e  o ld  form i n  t h a t  I t  a l l o w s  
f o r  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  in tho  r e c o r d i  g of Clues f o r  t h o  r u t u r e  

The fol lawing comments i n d i c a t e  

i d e n t i t y  of unident i f  ied rennins 8 
25, Visual  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  C e r t i f i c a t e s .  :men evi-  

denco f o u r o n  a boag was not s a t i s f a c t o r y  'for i d e n t i f i -  
oa t ion ,  an e f f o r t  was made t o  immediately obtain a c e r t i -  
f i c a t e  of i d e n t i t y  signed by at  leu t one but preferab ly  
t.l:rt nemhers of t h e  Ueceased's u n i t . 4  The form o f  the oer- 
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t i f i o a t e  used was s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  s m e  i n  a l l  canmznds, 
s e t t i n g  f o r t h  t h e  i d e n t i t y  of the  deceased and the basis 
f o r  making i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  e i t h e r  through tersonal acouain- 
t m c e  or  o ther  meens. 
t h a t  no one b a s i s  of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  has been found t o  be 
p o s i t i v e ,  C e r t i f i c a t e s ,  signed by o f f i c e r s  who professed - 

However, experignoe hE8 shown- 

65 knov-the deceased, h e w  given erroneous i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  
The p o s s i b i l i t y  of improving on tho genwral form of  t h e  
c e r t i f i c a t e  of i d e n t i t y  ueed i n  v isua l  i d e n t i f i c c t i o n  is 
quest ionable  s ince  t h e  accuracy of the r e p o r t  i s  predicated,  
for t h e  moat p a r t ,  Qn t h e  r 3 l i i i b i l i t y  of t h b  t c s t h o n y  of 
t h e  person making t h e  ident i f ioo t ion .  
t i f i e r  wi th  the n e c e s s i t y  of being pos i t ive  i n  his idel?t i -  
f i c a t i o n  would probably be the only means of improving t h o  
e f f i c i e n c y  of  th is  c e r t r f i c a t e .  

Impressing t h e  iden- 

26. Emergency Medical Tag, Wur Department MD Form 52b. 
In i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  the  en6rgency modical 'tag is a valuable  
source  of information. The tag  is made o u t  by tht, f irst  
membor of t h o  '"edical Department who f i n d s  or e x d n e s  a 
deceased o r  wounded person. It i s  of value t o  the  Graves 
R e g i s t r a t i o n  Service s i n c e  it gives information regarding 
t h e  d e t a i l s  of  dea th  and furnishes  formel evidence of 
dea th .  
not be buried unless  L a t h  i s  obvious from +Ass condi t ion 
and a qualifiGd membor cf the Iiedical Corps  AS prepared 
a n  emergency m6dical tcg and s t a t e d  thereon t h a t  the  ind i -  
v i d u a l  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  6tcd. 
a t t a c h e d  t o  the  remains i s  r6moved a t  tho  t i n o  of i n t e r -  
ment e i t h u r  by t h e  Nedical  Dcpartmont rcpresenta t ive  or 
by a responsible  member of t h o  burlal porty. The t a g  i s  
t h e n  forwarded i n  e i t h L r  case d i r e c t  t o  tho  Chlr2f Surgeon, 
Europoon Theeter of Operations, who +,ranamits i t  a f t e r  uaa 
i n  h i s  o f f i c e  t o  t h e  Surgeon General, Carbon cogies  of 
t h e  emergency n e d i c a l  t e g  a r c  assembled and u t i l i z e d  by 
t h o  sen ior  medicnl o f f i o e r  of each uni t  t o  prepare f o r  
t h e  orgcnizat ion comrnder  a d n f l y  l ist  of c a s u a l t i e s  a s  
may be required in preparing or checking h i s  re2or t s . l  

Bur ia l  p a r t i e s  a r o  instructdd t h a t  remains w i l l  

The emergency modical t a g  

27. Bat t le  Casualty Reports. Bat t le  Casualty Re- 
g o r t s  a r e  rondered by a l l  u n i t s . i n  a command t3 provide 
the War Department with complete and accura te  data  re- 
gard ing  c a s u a l t i e s  which occur a8 a r e s u l t  of enemy ac- 
t i o n .  The Army Machine Records Unit maintains  a s e t  of 
o a s u a l t y  cards  f r o m  which any type of casua l ty  s t a t i s t i c s  
o r  tabula t ions ,  based on t h e  information contained i n  t h e  
Bat t le  Casualty Report ,  can be quickly reproduced on re- 
ques t .  A reproduced s e t  of Bat t le  Casualty chrds i s  f o r -  
warded d a l l y  t o  eaoh Corps b o h i n e  Records Unit f o r  t h e  
purpose of furnishing casua l ty  data requeeted by organi- 
z a t i o n a  serviced by t h a t  Machine Records U n i t ,  Examples 
of t h e  a o t u a l  us0 of B a t t l e  Casualty Reports a r e  oontained 
i n  the following comments of the  45th I n f a n t r y  Divis ion:  
"Regimental t r a i n e d  teams operclted with each b a t t a l i o n  
and under t h e  supervis ion O f  the Assis tant  Regimental S-l 
who was reoord oonscious and i n  c lose contac t  with t h e  
v a r i o u s  Personnel Sect ions.  A l l  records on the  unident i -  
f i e d  dead were qui k l y  made ou t  and checked with B a t t l e  
Casua l ty  Reports 
t h e  Office of t h e  Army Quartermaster operated c l o s e l y  w i t h  
both  t h e  Casualty Sect ion of the Office of t h e  Army Adju- 
t an t  General and t h e  Army Machine Records U n i t  t o  avoid 
errdneous i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s ,  If i d e n t i t y  was not p o s i t i v e l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  by information oontained in t h e  Report of 

The Graves Registrat ion Division o r  



B u r i a l ,  a search  was mrde for a corres1,ondirig Ba t t l e  
Cssual ty  Report. I n  o ther  casea, i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  was con- 
f i r ~ e d  by cor,&aring the phys ica l  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  de- 
ceased i n  t h e  Re. o r t  of Durial v i t h  t h t t  found i n  t h e  Ser- 
v i c e  Record when i t  was pocessed by t h e  ,%djutant  General.5 

28. General. J f f o r t s  t o  e 8 t a b l i s h  i d e n t i t y  begin 
w i t h  an e m i o n  o f  t h e  evidence found on t h e  body 
and ooktinue tkroukh examination and matching of r e c o r d s ,  
re!:orts, d e s c r i p t i o n s  anci through tl p o c e e s  o f  elimin&tLon. 
No s tendard  opera t ink  Srocedures  oan be followed. R e s u l t s  
a t t a i n e d  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  y o s f t i v e  i d e n t i t i e s  a r e  i n  pro- 
1:ortion t o  t h e  m o u n t  of e f f o r b  expended a i d  t h e  thorough- 
ness and accuracy of e f f o r t .  The f a c t  thet no one basi8 
of i d e n t i f i o a t i o n  vias round t o  be pos i t ive  and t h a t  faen- 
t i t y  can be e s t e b l i s h e d  by nuaerous means preclude t h e  
p r e s c r i b i n g  of a s t r i c t  ;Jrooedure which would undoubtedly 
tend t o  l i m i t  t h e  degree t o  which personnel engaged in 
i d e n t i f i c e t i o n  c a n  &o. 

29,  Reduction o f  r a t e  of unknowns. The reduot ion  of 
r a t e  of u'nknowns buried can bes t  'be accom9lished by thorough 
t r a i n i n g  of Graves H e c i s t r a t i o n  rJersonnel in judging t h e  
value of c l u e s  t o  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  the  lxopei  hendlillg of 
bodies  t o  prevent  des t roying  c lues  and n s a e s s i t y  f a r  cailtinu- 
i n g  e f f o r t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  i d e n t i t y .  As no strict procedures ,  
o ther  t h a n  those  t o  be follbwed lo&icaUy,  can be se t  for 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  1 o s i t i v e  i d e n t i t y ,  t h e r e  oan like*.:ise be  no 
d e f i n i t e  figure a s  t o  what the r n t i o  of unkaowns bur ied  
should be. It has been emphasized t h a t  e f f o r t s  t o  es- 
t a b l i s h  ? o s i t i v e  i d e n t i t y  do not osase when a body is 
buried but  cont inue i n d e f i n i t e l y  through t h e  process  of 
e x a n i n k  effects, s e r v i c e  records ,  r e p o r t s  of b u r i a l ,  
crew couplement l ists ,  in te r rogt i t ion  OP persons having 
knowledge of the ciroumstences of  death, and t h o u g h  t h e  
process of e l imina t iou .  It i s  believed the i n d i v i d u a l  
s o l d i e r  c m  be nade ident i ty-conscious by means of t e c t f u l  
and n o n - f a t a l i s t i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  subject .  Such in- 
s t r u c t i o n s  should emphasize t h e  need f o r  p o s i t i v e  i d e n t i -  
f i o a t i o n  from t h e  more.le and adminis t ra t ive view2oint. 
d l  personnel  should be cautioned never t o  remove i d e n t i -  
f i c f i t i o n  t a g s  and e f f e c t s  from t h e  dead unleaa a u t h o r i z e d  
t o  do so. Cases have been discovered where s o l d i e r s  re- 
moved i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t a g s  f r o u  dead ooilrades w i t h  t h e  i d e a  
of t u r n i n g  then i n  t o  t h e  u n i t  hesd tpnr te rs  as proof of 
death.  
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SJGTION 1 

G"ES 

3 0 .  Prinofples .  

a. dech army in  t h e  Suopenn Thea6,er of Olera- 
t i o n s  was guided by t h e  same geiierel p r i n c i p l e s  i n  t h e  
s e l e c t i o n  of s i t  s and e s t a b l i s b m n t  of  cene ter ies .  They 
were a s  follows:? 

Cemeteries s h a u l d  be screened from hos- 
t i l e  &round observation and located be- 
yond t h e  range of  h o s t i l e  a r t i l l e r y .  

They should be located i n  o>en f i e l d s  
where t h e  soil i s  well drained and easy 

They should be served by u bood roud n e t .  

Avoid t h e  se lec t ion  of sirampy ground o r  
ground underlaid with rocks. 

Avoid s i t e s  near the bank of streams. 

Sites should i n t e r f e r e  as l i t t l e  a8 
p o s s i b l e  with t h e  use of acijoining land,  
and where there  is R choice of land t h e  
poorer q u a l i t y  should be s e l e c t e d .  

Other f a c t o r s  being favorGble, cemeter ies  
should be loca ted  i n  p l a c e s  convenient 
t o  seo tore  where the heavies t  IYgIiting 
and c a s u a l t i e s  a r e  expected. 

Avoid locatin; Cemeteries near l o c s t i o n  
o r  bivouac of coi13at t r o o p s  o r  r e i n f o r c e +  
ments o r  along s ide  of roads t r a v e l l e d  
by t r o o p s ,  

t o  dig.  

b. In l ay ing  out  cemeteries me standard plan 
furn ished  by t h e  + a r t e m a s t e r  Genercl was used only as a 
guide.  Departures from t h e  p lan  were made t o  conform t o  
p h y s i c a l  fsf l tures ,  roads, property boundaries and Local 
condi t ions .  The Thiro and Ninth IT S Armies oonformed t o  
t h e  300 grave p l o t  plan, First U B Army used a 200 grave 
p l o t  plan, and Seventh U S Army used t h e  144 grave p l o t  
plan, The 200, 300 and 1200 grave p l o t s  were found t o  be  
t o o  l a r g e ,  The 144 grave p l o t  was mo2e s u i t a b l e .  Onoe 
a oeuetery was es tab l i shed  and burials begun t h e r e i n ,  nei-  
ther  t h e  p lan  nor t h e  numbei.iny of €>raves was changed ex- 
c e p t  by author i ty  of the J h i e f ,  Grave3 H e g i s t r & t i o n  Ser- 
v i c e ,  Europenn Theater  of Operations. Separa te  p l o t s  i n  
Uni ted  S t a t e s  cer;,eteries were ilesitnated f o r :  

(1) All Indiv idua ls  subjec t  t o  m i l i t a r y  law 
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such a s  United S ta tes  Army, United 
S t a t e s  Navy, Karines, Coast Guard, 
Aier ican  Red Cross, accredi ted cor- 
respondents, technidal observers, 

( 2 )  Al l ied  dead. 

( 3 )  memy dead. 

( 4 )  Decease deser te rs  and general  pi- 

C. .?,arly exgerlences i n  the fluropean Theater of 
Operations demonstrated t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  ol es tab l i sh ing  
a mini” number of cenieteries i n  nn Ermy a rea .  Normally 
each army operated one ceustery.  The Graves Reyis t ra t ion 
O f f i c e r ,  Third U S Army, s t a t e d  t h e  pr inc ip le  t h a t  under 
normal condi t ions only one cemetory should be es tab l i shed  
f o r  a l l  Rrmy, corps  d iv is ion  %roops, and t h a t  new 
cemeter ies  were requi red  uhen the line of evacuation ex- 
oeeded 100 mi1ee.b 
experiences of o ther  armies , establ ished t h e  policy t h a t  
only one cerietery would be in ogeration v i t h i n  the  a m y  
boundcries a t  any one t i n e  and the  cemetery would be es- 
t a b l i s h e d  and operated by army.5 

soners. 4 

F i f t e e n t h  U S I;rmy,profit lng f r o m  the 

31. Operabions. 

a. Tho handlirlg of bodies  is a func t ion  of the  
ILuartermster  Graves Regis t ra t ion  Company, which i s  charg- 
ed with  t h e  supervis ion o f  t h e  bur ia l  of t h e  dead, t h e  
prepare t ion  of bur in1  r e p o r t s  and plot t ing OT Locations 
and r e g i s t r a t i o n  of graves and ceneterles.3 During b u r i a l  
operat iono,  t h e  fol lowing pr inc ip les  were considere$: 

Proper recording of b u r i a l  &owing 
name, grade, organization, date of deaCh 
and b u r i a l ,  and location of grave. 

Sani ta ry  protect ion i n  t h e  b a t t l e  a rea .  
I n  some instanoes conditibns deuanded 
exLJeditious burials .  Nedical inspectors  
exeroised s a n i t a r y  supervision of the  
b u r i a l  of the  dead. 

Norale of t h e  organizations. The dead 
were removed a s  quickly as _soss ib le  
from s ight .  The reuovals and b u r i a l s  
were Conducted with due reverence, M i l -  
i t a r y  honor6 were rendered ,vilerever 
p o s s i b l e .  

hlorale of t h e  home population. Con- 
s i d e r a t i o n  deuanded the t  the r e l a t i v e s  
and f r i e n d s  a t  hone who are t o  be od- 
v ised  o f  the deaths should have assur-  
4nce t h e t  the  r e m i n s  were reveredt ly  
dnd properly interred.  

These consiclerntions we eibod.$ed i n  the b a s i c  Jar De- 
partment dootr ine on Lravea Registration.1 

loxed by each army required that a f t e r  each body hacl been 
b .  The procedure of  interment 6s normally r o l -  
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i d e n t i l i e d  or made ready  T o r  interment it was 1,rrapped ia 
a blanket ,  n a t t r o s s  covers  o r  shelter-half and fas tened  
seoure ly  w i t h  s a f e t y  d repor t  from T h i r d  U S 
&my Gives a p i c t u r e  of t h e  p o c e s s i n g  procedure a t  a 
cemetery a s  follows: . . . "A proaeesing &rea with  a hard 
s u r f a c e  and an overhead cover f o r  protect ion against 
r a i n  was construoted.  Cerdent, from a s a n i t a r y  viewpoint, 
was t h e  b e s t  s W f a c e  used because it was easy t o  c l e c ~ i ,  
A morgue was a l so  prepared,  ei ther i n  a closed off pop- 
t i o n  of t h e  processfng a r e a  or in a separate  bui ld ing .  
The remains of a l l  un ident i f ied  bodies were ,wocessed 
t h e r e  by experienced n o r t i c i a n s .  Heat, edeguate l i L h t ,  
s u r g i c a l  instruments ,  f i n g e r p r i n t i i ~ ~  s e t s ,  and o ther  
appara tus  were made a v a i l a b l e .  Two mort ic ians  worked 
on unknouns i n  t h i s  buLlding, acGuirinL sxl;esionce which 
onablad then  t o  submi t  thorough and comprehensive rc l ior t s  
which l a t e x  s i r q l i f i e d  t h e  problems of es tab l i sh inL sden- 
t i t g t r  . . . Various Graves Begis t ra t ion  Com,ianies hcd 
minor deviat ions in tlie method of  handlinb of bodies a t  
ce i ie te r ies ,  hOwEVer, all operatea an 'asseubly l i n e "  pro- 
cese w i t h  eech man a s s i p t e d  a sTeciPio job. They could 
process  normally 500 bodies daLly.7 

of t h e  dead was secured from t h e  followin& sources: 
c. h b o r  requi red  i n  c o d e c t i o n  wi th  tbe  ?urial 

(1) P r i s o n e r s  of Jar, when n o t  nearer  than 
twelve mi les  o f  %he front .  

(2) Civilians.  

( 3 )  Quuarteimster Service Co~i~panies. 

(4) Combat troops when other lrrbor was 
not  a v a i l a b l e ,  

Third U S Army repor ted  that QunrteTmaster Bervioe Com- 
p a n i e s  were at taohcd t o  t h e  Grkves RegistrT,tion Coli&aniss 
opera t in& tlie cemeter ies  and,provided all Lubor require-  
ments. 
Quartermaster Service Com,aniee, but due t o  t h e i r  rap id  
turnovor  t h e y  were only used for dig&& &,raves C i v i l i a n  
loboz was found t o  be  i n e f f i c i e n t  an& d i f f i c u l t  t o  con- 
trol.4 
opera t ion6  under normal condi t ions  i s  Ob7iDUS, t h e  fol- 
lowing r epor t ,  on labor  f o r  Graves Regis t ra t ion a c t i v i t i e s  
i n  an a s s a u l t  lancling, provides  iuformatfon of I n t a r a s t . .  . 
"A Railhead Company and a Service Company were s e n t  t o  
the ceneter iea  t o  begin t h e  co l lec t ion  of bodiaa and t h e  
digging of graves. These compmies were cont inued on t h i s  
s e r v i o e  un t i l  D -b 5 a t  which t i n e  prisoner labor m a  fur-  
nished by the Xnngineer Spec ia l  arigadts. This C O q J S  m.kes 
t h e  fol lowing recommendation: The Importance o f  providing 
adequate  Iduarteimstor  Serv ice  personilel i n  any operat ion 
against  the enemy cannot be over-emghasized. In  Veptune", 
two Graves Regis t ra t ion  platoons and one Bervice Com2any, 
l a n d i n g  e a r l y  on D * 1 vou ld  have mater ia l ly  a l l e v i a t e d  
t h e  oonfusion on the beac es from mny wacbered bodies 

d .  In t h e  Luropean Theater of  Oparationa sup- 

Pr isoners  of War urer; used t o  supslenent  t h e  

'?/hila the need f o r  adequate labar i n  cemetery 

and abandonod equipment .Iv k 
p l i e s  used by the Graves Regis t ra t ion  B e r v i c u  were s tocked 
i n  f&mrtoifiiaster Class  I1 CC IV Depots, CreBits, based on 
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t r o o p  s t r e n g t h s  tjnd a n t i c i p a t e d  c a s u a l t i e s ,  were es- 
tab l i sheG by the  Off ice  of t h e  Chief Quarternaster  f o r  
oach army and t h e  Communications Zone Sections. A c t u a l l y  
c r e d i t s  d i d  not  lhlt the q u a n t i t y  of Greves R s g i s t r a t i o n  
supplies that  a command could but sorved more as a 
b a s i s  for  e d i t i n k  t h e  v a r i o u s  r e q u i s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  depot .  
In  u s r l y  operat ions Graves R e g i s t r a t i o n  sup:Aioe were in- 
aluaed on t h e  d e i l y  telegram. Later  they were drawn by 
r e . - u i s i t i o n .  The p e r i o d i c  r e q u i s i t i o n i n b  1Jrocedure was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  Off ice  o f  the  Chief Quartermaster  rind 
is o u t l i n e d  RS follows: 

R e q u i s i t i o n s  f r G m  arclies and forvard 
eche lons  of Couruunications Zone .for 
Graves Rbgist i  a t i o n  and Y f f e o t s  sup-  
p l i e s  w i l l  be submitted through toch-  
n i c a l  channels t o  t h e  Of i lce  o f  Chief 
Q w r t e r r m s t e r ,  on a 20-day b a s i s  t o  
a r r i v e  at  t h i s  o f f i c e  n o t  1;iore than 
seven nor less than  five duys p r i o r  
t o  e f f e c t i v e  dote  of r q u i s i t i o n s .  
”tirgency r e q u i s i t i o n s  n a y  be submit- 
t e d  a t  any time t o  cover unforeseon 
o p e r a t i o n a l  rei;,uiru;icnts, end w i l l  be 
c l e a r l y  m r k a d  !?&largenay Ruquisl t ion” . 
&er(;ency requ$s i t fons  w i l l  be kc@ t o  
t h e  minimum. 

KfiJjlttress covers should not  be included 
i n  t h e  20-day requiremant r u q u i s i t i o n  
but  should be submitted on the  r e L u l a r  
Class  I1 r e q u i s i t i o n .  2 u e n t i t i e s  of 
m a t t r e s s  covers r e q u i s i t i o n e d  f o r  Graves 
R e g i s t r a t i o n  purposes should be i n d i c a t e d  
by i n i t i a l s  0 G W 7 8 ,  80 that  during t h e  
process  of e d i t i n g  requirements fbr nat- 
t r e s s  covers ,  no out will be made i n  
m a t t r e s s  c o m r s  required f o r  Graves Re- 
& & r a t i o n  purposes, 

Uni t s  in r e a r  a r e a s  will submit reqQi- 
s i t i o n s  through t h o  Off loe of t h e  Chief 
.duaPtoxnusstor f o r  cenotery recpxkanents 
as needed. 

Grevee R e g i s t r a t i o n  and Gffec ts  supplies 
a r e  s t r i c t l y  aont ro l lod  i t e m  and all 
r o q u i s i t i o n s  w i l l  be edi ted  and ayproved 
by thd Off ice  of the Chief W a r t o r m s t e r  
before  i s s u o s  c m  bs  made by depots  
s t o r i n g  suah  suppl ies .  

Sec t ion  and Base Suction .&ar te rnas tors  
w i l l  be respons ib lo  f o r  furn ish ing  sup- 
p l i a s  nccbesary for t h o  b u a u t d f i c n t i o n  
and meintununce of  cumoterius within 
thir i r  ruspoct ivo  suc t ions  ino ludine  fen- 
c i n g  n a t u i ‘ i a l s ,  t G O l S ,  equipment, shrubs ,  
Crass soecl, t r o u s  and other s u p i l i a s  per- 
t a i n i n g  t o  c m e t o r y  operat ions.  

3 2 .  Care and b o a u t i f i o a t i o n .  I n  Octobur 1944, Head- 
q u a r t e r s  h b r o p a n  Theater  of Oporations es tab l i shed  a 
d e f i n i t e  1 J O l i C Y  &overnine t h o  care and molntcnance of  
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mfo capies  were forwarded t o  the  Off ice  o f  t h e  Chief 
t;uarteimasber.3 
one copy forwarded through t h e  Army Graves Zeiegistration 
o f f i c e r  t o  t h e  comanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  deceased ' s  
unit. However, a l l  a rmies  i n  t h e  ,&ropean T h e a t e r  of 
Operations requi red  an a d d i t i o n a l  cop for t h e  f i l e  of 
t h e  Army Graves R e g i s t r a t i o n  Off ice,.f The informat ion  
l i s t e d  below, requi red  t o  be recorded on Ghe Beport  of 
B u r i a l ,  was vraived f o r  the duroyeon Theater of Opera- 
t i o n s  : 

One copy was kept  a t  the oenietpry and 

(1) Tne name tmd address  of emergency 
addressees as recorded on t h e  o l d e r  type 
o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  tag .  

The listing of personal e f f e c t s  found 
on t h e  body and d i s p o s i t i o n  of S a m ,  
oxcept in tHose cases  where p o s i t i v e  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  was not made p r i o r  t o  
b u r i a l  .12 

(2) 

b,  Graves R e s i s t r a t i o n  Form #2, Jeekly B u r i a l  
Report ,  was prepared i n  quadrupl ica te  and three o o y i e s  
forwarded through t h e  same ohannels as Graves Registra- 
t i o n  Form #I., It showed t h e  number of in te rments  t h a t  
had been made in  a p a r t i c u l a r  p l o t  of the  oene tery .  The 
Weekly Burial Report Is uaed fo r  a check a g a i n s t  t h e  re- 
c o r d s  t o  s e e  t h a t  a Report  of B u r i a l  has  been r e c e i v e d  
f o r  a l l  b u r i a l s  dur ing  the p a r t i c u l a r  period.6 

c. Standing Oporating Procedure OP t h e  Puro- 
p a n  Theater  of Operations s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  Graves Re- 
g i s t r a t i o n  o f f i b e r s  of major commands were t o  maintain 
reoorda as they  deemed necessary t o  exercise  e f f e c t i v e  
c o n t r o l  of graves r e g i s t r a t i o n  m a t t s r s  wi th in  the i r  
r e e p e c t i v e  a r o m ,  and that  personnel  charged with the 
maintenance of' demeter ies  were t o  maintain con l e t e  
r e o o r d s  of b u r i a l  of t h o  dead w i t h i n  each aenefery.3 
A o o o r d i q l y ,  a l l  armies d i r e c t e d  t h a t  four a d d i t i o n a l  
r e p o r t s  be prepared as fol lows:  

Daily Cemetery iieport: Rendered d a i l y  
in  a form prescr ibed by t h e  Army 
Graves R e g i s t r a t i o n  O f f i c e r ,  which 
was usually similar t o  t h e  . ieekly 
B u r i a l  R e p o r t  and covered interments 
f o r  each 24-hour per iod,  One dopy 
was forwarded t o  t h e  Army Grave8 Re- 
g i s t r a t i o n  Off icer ,  and one copy w a s  
f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  r e c o r d s  of  t h e  cemetery.  

Cemetery Re&ister :  Record was main- 
t a i n e d ,  u s u a l l y  i n  t r i p l i o a t e ,  for 
eaoh cemetery, It indica ted  t h e  iden-  
t i t y  and grave l o c a t i o n  of each  de- 
ceased, The o r i g i n a l  formed a p a r t  
of t h e  cene tery  reoords ,  and the re- 
maining copies  were forwarded t o  t e 
Army Graves i l e g i s t r a t i o n  Off icer .19 

Locator Card F i l e :  On 3" x 5" i n d e x  
cards  were typed t h e  ndme, rank ,  army 
s e r i a l  number, organizat ion,  date of 
b u r i a l ,  p l o t ,  an6 r o w  and grave number 

13 
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of each body buried i n  t h e  cemetery. 
These cards  were f i l e d  in a lphabet ica l  
a rder  by las t  name o f  dead. They were 
used i n  answering i n q u i r i e s  of v i s i t o r s  
and i n  r o u t i n e  cemetery adminis t ra t ion.  
The use  of this loca tor  f i l e  saved wear 
end teijr on Reports of b u r i a l  and other  
records.  

d. Records and ILeports f o r  A l l i e d  dead: Reports 
of t h e  b u r i a l  of A l l i e d  dead by United S t a t e s  buyial  offi- 
cers  were prepared and forwarded the s u e  as those cover- 
i n g  t h e  b u r l a l  of U n i t e d  s t a t e s  personnel, however, $he de- 
ceased‘s conmanding o f f i c e r  was not furnished a copy of the 
Report of Burial, but ins tead  that copy was di rec ted  t o  t h e  
Chief Quartermaster, Emopean Theater of Operations, f o r  
eventua l  t r a n s m i t t a l  t o  the o f f i c e  i n  charge of graves re -  
g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  appropr ia te  All ied government. One ad- 
d i t i o n a l  oopy was a l s o  placed in the package containing the 
deceased’s  e f f e c t s . 3  

of y n i d e n t i f i e d  bodies, da ta  Called f o r  on the  reverse  s i d e  
or the Deport of B u r i a l  was entered as completely as pos- 
s i b l e .  Addit ional  s h e e t s  were used i f  needed. The unknownts 
grave was i d e n t i l i e d  by an X-number and the  number entered 
on t h e  Re r t  of B u r i a l  a s  w e l l  as a l l  o t h e r  reroords o f  t h e  

e. Handling of Records of Unknowps: I n  t h e  case 

cemetery. Pf 
SECTION 2 

HASTY AND ISOLATED BW.IALS, INCLUDING 
DISINTEI?M!%T” AND RSmIALS 

34. Defini t ions.  

8 .  An i s o l a t e d  burid is a m i l i t a r y  b u r i a l  made 
i n  acoordance with presoribed procedure, but n o t  In  e tem- 
vorary cemetery. I n  the European Theater of Operations 
iess than 25 graves were considered , i s o l a t e d  b u r i a l s .  
Twenty-five o r  more graves were c d n ~ i d e r e d  e temporary cem- 
e t e r y .  3 

the b a t t l e f i e l d  under c i r c m s t a n c e s  whioh a t  the t ime pre-  
vent  following prescr ibed procedure f o r  b u r l a l s  .I 

from a grave. 

new grave sfter it bas  been d i s i n t e r r e d  from an o l d  one.1 

b. A has ty  b u r i a l  is a temporary b u r i a l  made en 

c .  ?isinterment i s  t h e  process of -removing a body 

d. Reburial is the process of p l a c i n g  a body in a 

When and by whom performed. 

e. 

35.  
A t  times has ty  b u r i a l s  may be imperative f o r  

jhere is  not  s a n i t a r y  reasons and for preservinq morale. 
time t o  remove personal e f f e c t s  or t o  v e r I f y  and aispose 
of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t a g s .  A s t i c k  or l a r g e  rock,  o r  a bayo- 
n e t  with a helmet sunerlmposed i s  used t o  i n d i c a t e  the  
grave. h e r e  a r e  no records  of burial. or grave  l o o a t l o n s ,  
but t h e  spot must be marked so t h a t  it can be located l a t e r ,  
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T i m  does not permit f ixud  wave depths, spacing or 
s l i j m o n t .  
t y c t i o n  imrsonnel or o thcr  units r r i l l  l a t e r  dis intclr  
thuse hasty b u r i n l s  nade durine t h e  cont inenta l  CBIii- 
i?ripn Tvhtn dneriy action..pruvented evHcUc1- 
t i o n  of tli, h e & ,  Thug iieru uada in nos t  instanoae by 
ordur or u n i t  o r  h i a e r  coqmnders and usual ly  by 
b u i a l  p a y t i a s  not quippod w i t h  thtr proscribod r e -  
. o ~ t s  end forms or  grcve mrkwrs. 

dhdrd tho L'trad could not be ovaouatdci t o  c o l l e c t i n g  
j * o i U t s  o r  c m e t e r i e s .  
b u r i n l s  of Unitod s t a t e s  ,iorsoniiel were ?orformed by 
c i v i l i a n s .  
aofirohoi*ius o r  in f i e l d s .  F i r s t  U S aruy prcsoribad t h a t  
i;hm evaouati, n V ~ B  inposnible  bur ia l s  would be ~isldu near 
t h o  :laoe of dvatfi by a b u r i a l  o f f i c u r  with t h e  n a o ~ s s a r y  
d e t a i l  of tyoors. The b u r i a l  o f f icer  xws c1we rusyonai- 
b l ~  f 01- tho i t k n t i f i c u t i o n  of tho docuasaii, p r a p w u t i o n  
o f  Ru,rort of Burizl ,  invGilsury anC i i s p o s i t i o n  o f  offCot.9 
foLm6 011 t h e  body, bur&.?L in C. RUitUb$t; g t l V Q ,  Lhrking 
t l i c  { r a v e ,  a<. f o m u d u g  thu Rei o r t  of %r ia l>  I n v m -  
eory of i f f c b t s ,  e i i ~  i-erLoncy Let ioa1 ~abe .15  
c d u r o a  snd r e s $ o n s i b i l i t i o s  b s t a b l i s h o d  in  othcr armies 
&,unurctlly follc,vvod thoso of T i r s t  U S .:lpiy. 

It Should be understood that g e v d s  rogis- 

b. I s o l ~ . t ~ ; d .  b u r i a l e  V I W ~  raeCl.dc in raru Casds 

A majori ty  OP t he  i s o l f l t d  

@ u i i i R l s  were usually i n  loccl church yards, 

pro- 

3 6 .  Disint,rrwnts and R6buriols.  

a. St&iidin$ O,eratin& krocciiure of the i u r o -  
yenn Thoatcr of 0,cratio.m ,irovide,-d t he t  b u r i a l  grounds 
In which intarriont of 25 or more bodise hod beon mado 
rioula bc designate2 aa tcqi9ornry cmncrterios, 
t c r u u n t a  from t h e m  tumporary ccrrleturics vould not bt: 
medd unless spoci f ica l ly  huthoriztrd b3- tho Chiof GMVQS 
Rogis t rP t ion  Sdrvicc, &ropean Thoator of 0pJrht:onB. 
A11 burials  of 24 or  less graves Wdre tQ bct considered 
u s  i s o l u t d  b u r i r l s ,  end d i s i n t u i m a t  and t ransfer  o f  
t k a e  b d i e s  t o  6 dasl&netcld twxornry  ccsotory xms man- 
do6ory.g The Omr.itm .eny ap9aruntlg hed no pol icy  which 
def in i tu ly  ruciufrtld u n i t s  t o  couctintroto burials. IGany 
i a o l c t c d  G w m n  &rhvus  oxis tod in thb a r & s  ovbrrUn by 
thu UnitLd Status  rcnios. Thu f o l l o v i r g  LUropUan ThLator 
ELadquartcrs policy govctl-nod thL d i s i n t u r n u n t  nnd r r rburial  
of "y doad: ,,. , w " a t u d  g r a v ~ s  o r  bnony dJCmsed 
hhvu probably b o a  rLgls turvd by thd unomyfl , , . d i s i n t o r -  
munts of  enmy decoasqi for Lmrposirs o f  aoncontzation or 
rcnciins i n  cdmbtoric,s ua.' r d s u l t  i n  6 i f f i c u l t i L s  OS idun- 
t i f i o n t i o n  8nZ locat ion of  gravo at a latsar dato.  do2 
cord inglg ,  the burial  of enmy remains should be coriffned 
t o  tmy unburied remiins except rihere, for opera$iolial 
reasons  it i s  considered necessary t o  P I a i n t e r  i s o l a t e d  
bur  ie l e  lrr16 

procedure i n  reoordlag, y p o r t i n g ,  d i a i n t e r i n g  and re- 
burying i so la ted  r m a i n s .  
by jrirst U s Army is an exangle: 

Disln- 

b. &ch s m y ,  i n  generfll, followed the sure 

The fol lowing procedure used 

tl . .  . . .Repxt ing end d is in te ruent  or  iSOht€Id  
graves, 

(1) Any p r s o n  f i n d i n g  an i a o l a t e d  y a v e ,  
Bmesioan, Allis t l ,  or  enemy, which 
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apporent ly  has not  been r e g i s t e r e d  w i l l  
r e p o r t  i t s  exac t  loca t ion  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  
unit graves r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c e r .  The 
Uni t  Graves Regis t ra t ion  Off icer  will 
i n s p e c t  t h e  y e v e  and forward t h e  re-. 
p o r t ,  ina luding  all s v a i h b l e  details ,  
d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  comandiw of f  i c e r  of 
zhe n e e r e s t  araves r e g i s t r a t i o n  u n i t ,  
who wilI r e g i s t e r  t h e  grave gntl forward 
tlip r e p o r t  t o  t h e  &my Grdves Registra- 
t ion  Off i c e r  , 
The sane genera l  procedure w i l l  be f o l -  
lowed whenever an All ied or  enemy m i l i -  
tary cemetery i s  found in neirly occupied 
t e r r i t o r y .  

No t r a v e s  will be d i s i n t e r r e d  except 
upon i n s t r u o t i o n s  from t h e  ~ r m y  Graves 
ReGistrat ion Offioer. 

These i n s t r u c t i o n s  do not a p p l y  t o  
cases  of hasty bur ia l s .  They w i l l  be 
sinilarly redor ted ,  but the nearest 
&raves r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c e r  will ar- 
range f o r  eyaauat ion or  i s o l a t e d  b u r i a l ,  
occordiiig t o  c i r c u s t a n c a s .  

B u s i a h  made i n  c i v i l i a n  church yards 
o r  cemeter ies ,  by e i t h e r  military o r  
c i v i l i a n  personnel ,  will be considered 
and repo ted  as isola-ced b u r i a l s  or 
graves" .IS 

Lri ecoh army, r e b u r i a l s  were reported on Graves Regis t ra-  
t i o n  Porn #l, Report of Uuriak,. through channels  in t h e  
sone manner prescribed f o r  normal bur ia l s .  The desig-  
n a t i o n  nReburinl", was c l e a r l y  ind ica ted  o n  each  c r y .  
Tile .fe&ly Burin1 iteport, Graves Regis t r+ t lan  Porm &2 , 
as  w e l l  a.3 the  Daily Cemetery Report submitted by the 
off,icer i n  charge of t h e  cemetery, included reburiG1s.  
R e b u r i a l e  a r e  a l so  en tered  on the Oemetery r e g i s t e r .  If 
dis in te rment  and r e b u r i a l  were e f fec ted  a t  the same cerne- 
t e r y ,  a8 i n  t h e  oase of an unknown l a t e r  i d e n t i f i e d ,  c ~ r e -  
f u l  oheck tvas made t o  determine t h a t  t h 9  e n t r y  was c lear -  
ly i n d i c a t e d  t o  avoid a dupl ioa t lon  of grove l o c a t i o n ,  

37. Gweeping areqs.  

a. A 1 1  personnel  were charged with r e p o r t i n g  t h e  
l o c a b i o n  of graves discovered with no i n d i c a t i o n  Qf r e g i s -  
t r a t i o n  by Graves R e g i s t r a t i o n  Company personnel .  During 
l . U l l 9  i n  combat, the Quartermaster Craves R e g i s t r a t i o n  Com- 
pany carefu l ly  searched t h e  ba t t l e f i e ld  f o r  unburied or  
u n s u i t a b l y  b u r i e d  dead and i s o l a t e d  and m a r k e d  graves.3 
of necess i ty ,  there  were usually many f a c b o r s  which pre- 
vented a thorough sweep of t h e  canbat zone by the f i e l d  
f o r c e s  and it WAS t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  Cowsmica t ions  
zone sec t ion ,  taking oxer the a r e a ,  t o  i t s t i t u t e  s com- 
p l e t e  search, Graves RegistrutSon Service personnel  i n  
Comjnunicatione Zone conducted t h e s e  sweeping opera t ions .  
A d d i t i o n a l  l a b o r  was furnished T r a m  m i l i t a r y  personnel , 
c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  prisoners of war. 
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b. The p r i n c i p l e  s o u r c e s  of  i n f o m a t i o n  on i s o +  
l s t e d  b u r i a l s  were os follorrs:17 

Gernan b u r i a l  r e p o r t s .  

I i i s s i n c  a i r  crew repor:s. 

Se rv ice  d e s  Sepulchures ; . ; i l i t s i r e s .  
( O f f i c i a l  French  Government organiza- 
t i o n  comparable t o  American Graves Re- 
t i s t r a t i o n  Se rv ice ,  which i n  ooopera- 
t i o n  r i i t h  Headquarters,  ;i;uroi;ean Theater 
of Opemtions  , c i r c u l a r i z e d  a l l  p o l i t i -  
d a l  sub-d iv i s ions  of Frcince. ) 

i ! r i soner  o f  :fer Information Bureuu 
( c o p i e s  of 011 ques t io imai res .  f i l l e d  in 
by r e l e a s e d  Lnierican : j r l soneru ,  and 
which &ave i n f o r m t i o n  os t o  po ten tdo1  
b u r i a l s .  Tlieg were f i l e d  i n  t h e  Offioe 
of t h e  Chief d u o r t e r m s t e r ,  Luropean 
Thenter  of Opera t ions . )  

Orkanized s e a r o h  of a reas  by Groves 
R e g i s t r a t i o n  t e m h .  The s e a r c h i n g  
team9 proceeded Yys tene t i ca l ly ,  con- 
t a c t i n g  a l l  v i l l a g e  bur&ofiieiaters, 
c l e r g y ,  p o l i c e ,  cemetery Care t ake r s  
and l o c a l  fovernnent  o f f i c i a l s  in an 
e f f o r t  t o  l o c a t e  any United S t a t e s  
i s o l n t e d  avbs and unburied remains.  
In d y a r s e g  s e t t l e d  a r e a s ,  p h y s i c a l  
s ea rch  was.made of known b a t t l e f i e l d s  
and i n q u i r i e s  nnee of t he  i n h a b i t e n t s .  

Rqportg f r o n  ind iv idua l s  and organiza-  
t i o n s  of t h e  F i e l d  Forces. 

Re;iorts r ece ived  from the  Arierican and 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Red Crose.  

Regorta  r ece tved  (1s a result of t h e  
p r o j e c t s  i n i t i a t e d  t h o u g h  the ' l l hu rch  
of France ,  whereby t h e  p r i e s t s  of l o c a l  
p a r i s h e s  s o l i c i t e d  infoi 'mation i n  t h e i r  
~ a r i s h e f ~ ,  

Reports rece'ived by American Ilmbassies 
froh va r ious  ind iv idua l s  o r  orgqniza-  
t i o n s ,  and t r u n s a i t t e d  t o  t h e  Graves 
RegistqWtiOn Se rv ice  

In France 608 of the r eco rds  of i s o l a t e d  b u r i a l s  were sub- 
m P t t e d  as a r e s u l t  ~f the  a c t i v i t y  of t he  S e r v i c e  des 
Sepulohures i a l i t a i r e s ,  30$ were obta ined  from s e a r c h i n g  
operations conducted in t h e  Nornandy and Seine S e c t i o n s  
of' Communications Zone by Craves R e e i s t r e t l o n  U n i t s ,  vlhile 
the  pemaining 10% were fu rn i shed  by o ther  souzces, 
selglum and Holland, npyrox ina te ly  205 of the r e c o r d s  were 
f u r n i s h e d  by c i v i l i a n  a u s h o y i t i e s ,  205 by t h e  Br i t i sh ,  10% 
fron c s p t u e d  ciocunients, G5fO t h r o u g h  i n y e s t i g a t  ions con- 
Quoted by Graves R p g i s t r a t i o n  S e r v i c e  pe:scnnel, and 5% 
b y  o t h e r  source9. In Germany, as well as i n  a u s t r i a  and 

In 
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Czechoslovakia, 90$ of the r e c o r d s  case o r i g i n a l l y  from 
cO,,tured Gerilan documents which were l a t e r  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  
~wl added t o  by r e , o r t s  from United S t a t e s  t roops ,  Graves 
R e g i s t r a t i o n  Service i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  0 5 ,  and B r i t i s h  
tlcurces. 

3 8 .  Graves XeRistraGion Service i _ n -  t h e  handl ing of 
:&en the A l l i e d  armies *entered Germany a t r o o l t y z s e s .  

~ K A n t o d i s c o v e r  a t r o c i t y  cases, i t  beome apparent 
t h n t  tiie he lp  of t h e  Graves Hegig t rs t ion  S e r v i c e  would 
be required.  In  J i j ? r i l  1945, the  Supreme Commder,  A l l i e d  
SxpeCiitionary Forces, d i r e o t e d  th6t immediate Steps .be 
taken  t o  cause decent and reverent  b u r i a l  of a l l  persons 
of e l l  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  within his area who were v ic t ims  of 
a t r o c i t i e s  aotuaitted by t h e  Garmans. It vias d i r e c t e d  
t h p t  t h e  c i v i l i a n  poi;ulation of nearby c o m u n i t i e s  a t t e n d  
t h e  b u r i a l s ,  G e r m  moles, i r r e s p e a t i v e  o f  t he i r  r t a t u s  
in life, were used f o r  greve digging, interment  of bodiea, 
d i s in te rment  of mass Lravers, r e b u r i a l s ,  and cemetery up- 
keep,  P r o t e s t a n t ,  Xomn Catholio , and Jevish  C h q l a i n s  
were used, i f  a v a i l a b l e ,  I n  each consecrat ion and b u x i a l .  
No Allied ULilittlry personnel ,  other thy chapla ins ,  were 
used  except i n  a supervisory cag8ci ty . l  
Gr8VSS ReCistrat ion Companies ass icneb t o  the vtirious 
armies :mre used ex tens ive ly  in sugervisory work. Fur- 
t h e r ,  t h e  Greves R e g i s t r a t i o n  Service n o t i f i e d  persons 
invosti&Lqtlng :/a2 C r h e s  where the discovery of remains 
gnve evidence that  t h e  ind iv lduR1  may have d ied  a s  a re-  
s u l t  of an a t rooi ty .  I n  the event  the ::cr Crimes in- 
v e s t i g a t o r  desired t o  e x m i n e  any iIaBeZ‘S o r  peraonal  
e f f e c t s  of the deoerrsed, they  were turned over  t o  the  
i n v e s t i g n t o r  and a r e c e i p t  taken t h e r e f a r .  
CrFmes personnel in t h e i r  work, t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  of the 
Graves Regis t ra t ion  Service were placed a t  t h e i r  d i s -  
posal by a l l  commanders. 

The :.duqrterrzaste 

To a i d  :Tar 

39. Cemeteries. 

a. I n f o r m t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  p r i o r  t o  D-Day on t h e  
a l s s i o h  of the Graves R e g i a t r & t l o n  Compan i n  ocnnect ion 
w i t h  cemetery 0;Jelations vfas l ic l i ted t o  t3[,t contained in 
several obsolete oubl ica t ions  based on .:orld War I ex- 
periences plus a iimitea aqlount of i n f o r n a t i o n  frnm t h e  
Nor th  Afr ican and I t a l i a n  C a q a i g n s .  It was n o t  u n t i l  
a f t e r  .D-Day t h a t  FIG 10-63, Qrgvss  H e g i s t r a t i o n ,  and AW- 
SOP #26, Burials  and LTfecta, were publiehecl. The limitei; 
amount of information a v a i l a b l e  p r i o r  t o  D-Day oaused 
each army t o  develop its own uethods, which ge.neral ly  fol- 
lowed t h e  same proaedures In cemetery operation. It can- 
n o t  be s t a t e d  t h a t  one army bad a b e t t e r  system t h a n  - I 

another. The di f fe rences  i n  @eve ploX plans is  the 
only not ideable  one i n  ove re l l  mmetery opera t ions .  T h i s  
d i f f e r e n c e  can be a t t r i b u t e d  to t h e  lack of GrLves Re- 
L i s t r a t i o n  l i A i 8 0 1 1  b e t m e n  RTmies. 
t u r n e d  out t o  be more s u i t a b l e  Jn t h a t  Its records  could  
be more e a s i l y  accountea f o r .  l i t h  a smaller $ l o t  t h e r e  
Fins a smaller nargin of e r r o r  i n  ori&inal l a y o u t ,  F ina l  
al ignment  of markers and grave  loce t ion  was e a s i e r .  

The 144-&rave p l o t  
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b, FE 10-63 &r)d dTO-SOP $:E6 both s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  
a separa te  area wi th in  t h e  cenetery b e  used for  b u r i a l  
of q n e w  dead. Two nrrnies es tabl ished separate enemy 
oemeter ies ,  This deoreased the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of burying 
enemy deceased i n  ,merican and All ied y l o t s .  . Separa te  
cerseferies f a c i l i t a t e  beaut i f ica t ion  and t h e  turnover  of 
enemy p l o t s  a f t e r  oessa t ion  of h o s t i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  reason 
th!:t negot ia t ions  w i l l  l i k e l y  be concerned only with 
s e p a r a t e  and d i s t i i l c t  lots of land.  

40. I s o l a t e d  b u r i a l s .  A tes oessation of h o s t i l i t i e s  
t h e  problen of i s o l a t e d  b u r i a f s  beconas one of m g n i t u d e .  
There vias an es t jua ted  20,000 United S t a t e s  decsnsed 
s c a t t e r e d  over Z u r o p  when thb cmq.aign ended. They msf 
all be loc&&ed, i d s p t i f i e d  ana t ransfer red  t o  United 
S t a t e s  cemeteries i n  i r l l ie i l  countr ies .  This fi&,ure would 
undoubtedly have been lower had wee. seurchin& and d i s h -  
terment  t e a m  been assigned t o  Comamioations Zone i n  the 
early ;ihases o f  the  ;,uropean con,-aim. Team should have 
been a s s i a e d  i n  ~ p ~ e n t i t i e e  and n t  i n t e r v a l s  corres;onding 
t;o t h e  gradual increase  i n  t h e  s ize  of the ComLunichtior.s 
Zone area. These t e a s  would hsve r e l e m e d  nore Graves 
R e g i s t r a t i o n  Comsanies f o r  pzaTomance or their mission 
i n  t h e  combat zone. 
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SECTION 1 

C O U C T I O N  AND DOCUMENTM'ION 
- 

41. Definikion of r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  A 1 1  e f f e c t s  
few on rmsihs' o f  deccased pirdonnel t r i l l  be re tor i lea  
8s p e r F % o l c t a .  Pcrsonel  e f f e c t s  dre  reuoved f r o m  
6he body a t  t h e  of burie.1, and l i s t e d  on t h e  Re:Jort of 
B u r i a l ,  G r L  ves Re@stration Form #l. 
p l e c e s  the  r e s g o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  sbipraent of perSOQal 
e f f e c t s  on unit Graves Regis t ra t iop  Offi6ers.l I n  the 
European 'I'hester of Operations the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and 
prooedures f o r  hcndline of ,tlrsonal e f f e c t s  were out -  
Lined f n  Standinb Operating ProceGurer2 

42. Action thken on b a t t l e f i e l . r  In h a t t l e r i e l d  or 
h a s t y  bur'ialu, the  oPf%er in 3 h r g e  of t h c  bu r i a l  p a r t y  
assemb4es a l l  avai loble  personal e f f e c t s ,  makes an in- 
Ogntory of same and forwards then, through prescr ibed  
bhannels, t o  t h e  f f f e c t s  .~uarterr iaater ,  Gomunicat ions 
Zone. 
a r e  inclosed in the ljersonal e f f e o t e  container ,  but  a r e  
f u r n e d  i n  t o  the  Finance Deyartuent. 
remains evacqated t o  o ool lac t lng  point  o r  t o  a oeneterg,  
the responsible  of f icer  6r noncoix,tissipned o f f i c e r  in 
ohorge of t h e  searching par ty  inmures ' thet  no p e r s o n a l  
effects  are removed fron the body. Jhen the IJersonal  
e r f e o t s  bf an enerag deoeased 81'8 turned over t b  an i~ -  
t e l l i g e n o e  o f f i c e r ,  t h a t  off i o  r Ls resyonslble  f o r  

The .frr Departnent 

No funds found on United s t a t e s  or l l l l e d  r e m i n s  

In the c a m  of  

t h e i r  Sro tec t ion  qnd disposal .  $ 

43, A o t i n n  taken a t  t h e  cemeterx, The o f f i c e r  i n  
ohargc of tho ometery i s  res,;omble for the assembl ing .  
and inventorying of a l l  personal e f f e c t s  found on romaine. 
axoept f o r  funds fouud on United States and 811 ed deea, 
Ee fowards a l l  persoqal e f f e c t s  through p r o s o r h e d  
channels  t o  the  s f f e c t s  Quarteraaster, GoruiunlOetions Zone. 

44. Action taken at E[os i t a l s ,  The p e r s o n a l  e f f e c t s  
of gersomel. who a l e  a f t a A - o o n  retiloved to ho~p i t a l e i  
8178 disdosed of by t h e  Lieclicel Dw:Jartnent. The comending 
officer of the  h q s p i t a l  is responsible  f o r  t h e i r  col lec--  
t i o n ,  iqventory, protsotion and ( i isyosi t ian at t h e  hos- 
p i t a l .  The perSOnQl effects of i n d i v i d u a l @  who die i n  a 
b o a p i t a 1  o r  who are  dead on a r r i v a l  m y  6cao"iany the body 
t o  the c e v t e r y  or colLeot iw poin t ,  1:htrre r e c e i p t  w i L l  
be kiveq, 

o f i i o o r  of  ' a  deceased's organizat ion is roekonpible  for 
the bo&lectlOn, lpventory and s e o u r i t y  of all e T f e o t s  lo- 
catred i n  bivouac area8, b i l l e t s  or  rCst areas. Ha sepa- 
rates governbrsnt isgue p2OpePty from the a f f e o t s  and t u r n q  
i t  in a s  s a l v a p .  He iernits the legal r e p r e s e h t a t i v e  o r  
survivfng spouse o f  the  deceased, if g r e ~ e n t ,  to *eke 90s- 
sessj.on Of thu renalnder Lf *he e f f e c t s .  .]hen d i s p o e i t  on 

45, Aqtlon taken in ankh or&anlzatlon. The auMlsnding 

cwnoC bo ma@ in t h i a  manner, tbe respons ib le  offieorr 3 
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a.  ,bseubles all a v & i l o b l u  e f fec ts .  

b. 
pcre l ,  garsonel  jevrelry, watches, rings, or t r i n k e t s .  

c. Inventor ies  a l l  itoms and s e c u r e l y  boXeS 
or x l a c e s  them i n  a conta iner  t o g e t h e r  Ni th  one copy of 
tha  inventory,  HQ c l t ia r ly  marks the  oontainer  w i t h  t he  
o m e r r s  name, rank, a e r i a l  number, s t a t u s  (Kill06 I n  
Act ion ,  Xisslnf; In , to t ion)  E d :  dsslgnatttd bcl iuf ioiary,  
i f  knorrn, and forwards it t o  t h e  Zffoc ts  q u a r t u m a s t e r ,  
Comamioations Zone, 

d.  Turns I n  a l l  funds t o  t h e  Finance Deyart- 
mant and ge t s  a rocuig t  i n  d u p l i c a t e ,  This r e c e i g t  i s  
plaoed i n  t h o  e f f e c t s  oontainer. On a l l  o o p i o s  of tho 
Inventory of Zf foc ts ,  the clfite, n m e  and symbol number 
of t h o  F i n a c G  afficur recwivin(; t h  funds is recorded. 

Forwards by soparatu nail d i r e c t  t o  tho 
P f f o o t a  ,,uarter;ster, Comuniciltions Zone, a l l  l o g a l  
papars, auch 8s negot labld ins t ruments  2nd vrills, t o -  
e e t h o r  wi th  one copy of tho Inventory of Xffec ts .  and 
ont; copy of tho roca ip t  f o r  any funas turnod in .  On 
t he  Invontory of X T e c t s ,  thoro  azo also l i s t e d  any money 
o r d c r s ,  no&otfablu i n a t r u n c n t s ,  deeds, or wills. Also  
rocorded nru tho names and addruasos of any privcGe deb- 
t o r s  o r  c r c d i f o r s ,  t h e  namo and ocidress of Lhe duaiwlnat- 
r;d bunoflciory,  i f  linoun, and thL datu and mecns of ahipa 
m m t  of t h u  G f f e C t E .  

Separates  all e f f e c t s  suoh as wearing Rp-  

e. 

f .  DiSl?OaGS ox  itws of no i n t r i n s i o  o r  sdn- 
t h a n t o 1  v z l u u ,  auch a s  p n r t l y  usod.cabos of s a p  and 
othzr t o i l u t  a r t i c l o s  , playink cards ,  tobacco o r  candy. 

uribarrassmont by t h d r  preaonce. 

S m d B  one oopy of the Invantory of YPfscts  
-to the oryonlxation comundur t o  be yleced  w i t h  the in- 
d i v i d u a l ' s  scrvlcu rGcord; ona oopy t o  tho Yffaots  .&r- 
t u r r i a s t u r ,  Comaunioations Zona. ylecea ono copy i n  t h o  
o o n t a i n e r  wi th  the  e f f e c t s ,  and r s t a i n s  ouo copy. An 
lnvontory  i s  not foi5Jardi.d d i r u o t  t o  XGlatiVO3 or  gl'iends, 

g. Withdraw3 and d e s t r o y s  i t o n s  which may 08uaa 

11. 

46. use of ersonal  m o o t s  as moans of - i f ian t i f i -  
Pursona: effects conbt i tutud on8 of thc priy: c a t i o n .  

m n m n s  oi' i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  It i s  f o r  t h i s  r taaon 
st ross  was l a i d  on thti b;orcanco of hevim all :)araonal 
e f f e c t s  accompany t h L  body dur ing  evacuation. Tho follorv- 
in& a r e  comraonts fron tho  Third Unitod Staces  @my: "P6r- 
sonol  Lffoc ts  were removed from doceasad poreons a t  t h o  
c o m t e r y  by Gravca Hsgis t ra t ion  pcrsomel ,  and o n l y  in 
tho presence of two o r  more men. Tho personal effucts  
f u r n i s h a d  many important! i d w t i f y i w  c l u e s  th routh  bho 
i n f o r m t i o n  they c o n t a i n 4  , I r 3  

k7 Disposal. 

a. Yersonul o f f u c t s  assoublcrd and i n v e n t o r i e d  
at t h e  cemetvry and t h o s e  e f f o c t s  t o  ba forrrardcd as out-  
lined i n  paracraph 43 abovo, were fomtux tud  undtlr 6 u a r d  
t o  the u m y  'portermeter Class I1 & I V  Dupotg tihero the 
oeoka&c?a Pier8 t a l l i ed  i n  and rc?coipts givvn.  Tho p a c h g o s  
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wore, i n  t u r n ,  fomo ded t o  t h e  E f f e c t s  Depot in t h e  
Communicntions zono.c In t h e  European Theator of Opo 
t i o n s  pouches f o r  thfi sh ipbent  of personnl nnd o t h e r  
o f f s c t s  t o  t h e  Zone of I n t e r i o r  wore provided in Docam- 
ber 1944. These pouohes were used by tho Graves Rsgls- 
t r a t i o n  Companies at  t h e  osrnetorios t o  ship parson51 
e f f e c t s  by reg is te red  mail d i r e o t  t o  t h e  Army E f f e c t s  
Bureau i n  t h e  Zone of I n t e r i o r ,  At. the  cemetery pouohu 
wsre sbnled w i t h  personal  e f f e c t s  of 20 t o  25 docensttd. 
D i f f i c u l t y  was encountered due t o  p o s t a l  r e q u i r m e n t s  
f o r  pncklng items. This  necess i tc tud  the expendi ture  
Of Qxccssive time and labor .5  
t h e  personal  e f f e c t s  pouohos W F . ~  t h a t  a l l  correspondence 
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  the personcl  crff6ots of a decoaacd could 
be s e n t  from t h e  Zone of I n t e r i o r  d i r e c t  t o  tho reepon- 
s i b l e  Graves k e g i s t r  t i o n  Coml;nny, md i r r o g u l a r i t i o s  
oheoked i ” d i a t e l y . 8  Pouches were used t o  s h i p  personal  
e f f e c t s  of uni ted S t a t e s  personnel only.2 

SOnnd was Rccomplished by the Effec ts  &flrtormaStor, 
Communications Zone, who turned them over t o  the oor- 
rusponding Al l ied  agency. Enemy e f f e c t s  were clearly 
marked as such and were fonvorded t o  t h e  E f f o o t s  Quer- 
to rmas ter ,  Communicetiona Zone, f o r  disposnl.2 

8 

An advoritr.ge of using 

b. Disposal of e f f e c t s  of dooecaod All ied  per- 

SECTION 2 

DISCUSSION 

48. General, P r i o r  t o  D-Day no definite procsduru 
hcd been m d  f o r  t h e  hnndllng of personal  and o t h e r  
ef f Q O t S ,  The armios had Inexperienced pursonnal  who were 
l M t c d  by bul lo t ins  and dir.octivos whioh provided no 
c l e a r  prooodures t o  follow. The Quartermaster Class II 
& I V  Depots i n  t h o  nrmies wore overburdened wi th  e f f e c t s .  
T h i s  c rea ted  a bot t leneck wi th in  supply channels  support-  
i n g  t h e  combat t roops,  The s o l u t i o n  t o  the problem was 
f u r t h e r  delayed by the l a t e  a r r i v a l  on the c o n t i n e n t  of 
t h e  E f f e c t s  Quarternaster ,  Oomunications Zone. Upon ax- 
r i v a l  on t h e  oontinent, the E f f e c t s  Quar te rnas te r  had t o  
t a k e  over approxinately 20,000 pieoes of unprocessed 
e f f e o t s .  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  became important f a c t o r &  

Laok of  paokaging azid s h i p , i n g  supplies and 

49. E a r l i e r  ub2icat ions did not descr ibe  i n  d e t a i l  
t h e  h a n d l d  of ef e a t s a n d  t h e i r  d i sposa l .  
saf, #26. Burials  and E f f e c t s .  was received i n  t h e  f i e l a  

When ETO- 

the s e c t i o n  on e f f ec t s  was h e d i a t e l y  adopted. 
a l l e v i a t e d  conditions t o  a g r e a t  ex ten t  on t h e  mechanics  
of e f f e c t s  handling. However, thb problem of c o n g e s t i o n  
a t  the Army Quartermaster Class R & IV Depots and lack 
of t ranspor ta t ion  t o  t h e  U f e o t g  Depots in t h e  Conaunioe- 
t i o n s  Zone remained unsolved, \men t h e  system of u a i n g  
p e r s o n a l  e r f e o t s  pouches was introduced, it proved t o  b e  
an improvement though n o t  a solution. F u r t h e r ,  it was 
found that  e f f e a t s  passed through t o o  many hands before 
r e a o h h g  final des t ina t ion  w i t h  r e s u l t i n g  loss and p i l -  
fe rage .  

T h i s  

placing of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was d i f f i c u l t .  
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ORGANIZATION 01 GRAVES WGISTIWTION UNITS 

50, Tables of OrRanization and Equipment 10-297, 
a .  Personnel. A study of Tables of Organiza- 

t ion  and Equipment 10-297 reveals  that  the of f icer  per- 
sonnel i s  adequate. 
visions concerning e n l i s t e d  p e r s o d e l  are necessary: 

It is believed the following re- 

Four qual i f ied morticians, on the basis  
of one per  platoon, am required t o  dro- 
cesa t h e  remains of unknowns and o r  
badl!r mutilated bodies. If the COD- 
p"Y is operating as a un i t ,  a l l  
can be advantageously used i n  the mor- 
gues and processing area. 

Eecause of  the extensive peper work i n  
a Graves Registration campany, f o u r  
c le rk- typis t s  should be subst i tuted 
for f o u r  o f  the 1 2  clerks, general. 
Under tlre present Tables of Organiza- 
tion end Equipment there e r e  a t o t a l  
of f i v e  clerk- typis ts ;  one f o r  c m p n y  
headquarters and one f o r  each platoon. 
Submission of r e i o r t s  and records was 
often delayed because ,Of t h e  physical 
h p O s 6 i b i l i t y  of f o u r  oypists turning 
out the amount of typing required. 

There is  a def ini te  need f o r  personnel 
t ra ined i n  the  detection and  removal of  
mines and booby-traps. Frequently quali- 
f i e d  men were not evnileble from corbat 
engineer u n i t s  t o  a s s i s t  Graves Begis- 
t r a t i o n  personnel. 
moval of bodies f r o m  mined and booby- 
trapped areas .  It is believed two nien 
already included i n  the  ;resent TRbles - 
of Organization and Equipment could be 
given training i n  detecting and raaoving 
mines and booby-traps. Sui table  equip- 
ment would be required. 

The value of photographs i n  es tabl ish-  
ing the ident i ty  of ur$nams makes it 
apparent t h a t  a quaIFfied photographer 
i s  necessary. It is believed one man 
now inoluded i n  the Tables of hganiza-  
t i o n  and Equipment could be t ra ined for 

I n  the European Theater of Operations 
the averzge medical technician was not 
qual i f ied t o  make good tooth c h . r t s *  
The medical technician in each platoon 
should be t ra ined in dental  technique. 

There is a neea for an ar t i f icer .  The 
general u t i l i t y  work required by Graves 
Regietrat ion company is extensive. One 

This del-yed t h e  re- 

t h i s  duty, 



man p r e s e n t l y  i n  t h e  Tables  of O r -  
g a n i z a t i o n  and Equipment could be 
t r a i n e d  as an a r t i f i c e r ,  

b. Equipment, 

Change 3 ,  22 Ueoember 194.&, t o  
Tables of Organiya t ion  and EqIifp- 
ment 10-297 author ized  t h e  I i s t o l ,  
ca l .  .&5, automatic ,  f o r  each of-  
f i c e r  and e n l i s t e d  man, except a t -  
tached medical  personnel ,  i n  the  
Graves R e g i s t r a t i o n  Oompany. Ex- 
perieiloe i n  the  European Theater  of 
Operations i n d i c a t e d  t h i s  change de- 
s i r a b l e .  No a d d i t i o n a l  change i n  
weapons i s  rscom,iended. 

Tentage is  requi red  t o  s h i e l d  t h e  pro- 
cess ing  a r e a  and morgue from p u b l i c  ob- 
se rva t ion .  Experience i n  t h e  Luropean 
Theeter  of Orera t ions  i n d i c a t e s  that  
the l a t r i n e  screen  is s u i t e d  f o r  this 
purpose.  Six a d d i t i o n a l  s c r e e n s ,  l a -  
t r ine,  are needed. 

The organic  vehic les  am bel ieved  SUf- 
f i c i e n t .  Seven 1-ton t r a i l e r s  a r e  
needed for t h e  purpose of h a u l i n g  
rem6ins. The a d d i t i o n  of seven 1-ton 
t r a i l e r s  would piovide each 3/4-ton 
weapons carrier with a t r a i l e r .  

Eibiit a d d i t i o n a l  s tandard t y p e w r i t e r s  
are needed. F o r t a b l e s  are  n o t  satis- 
f a c t o r y  for t h e  amount of adminis t ra -  
t i v e  work requi red .  The t in@, of 
f o r m s  i s  n o t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  gth the-por- 
t a b l e  machine. The f o u r  p o r t a b l e  type- 
w r i t e r s  au thor ized  could be d e l e t e d  if 
the s tandard  tyyebvriter is s u b s t i t u t e d .  

nventy-f our knives  s t r i p p i x  a r e  
needed for t h e  removal o f  e f f e c t s .  The 
b k d e  should  be curved w i t h  t h a  s h a r p  
edge on the  i n s i d e  of t h e  curve ,  g i v i n g  
a hook e f f e c t ,  This  type k n i f e  1s ex- 
c e l l e n t  for e n t e r i n g  pockets .  A curve 
i n  t h e  r e v e r s e  d i r e c t i o n  as i n  a bon- 
ing k n i f e  was t r i e d  but was found t o  
be e n t i r e l y  unaa t i s fac tory .  

A small s u r g i c a l  o r  mortician's k i t ,  
c o n s i s t i n g  of s p a t u l a s ,  s y r i n g e s ,  knivas ,  
s c i s s o r s ,  n e e d l e s ,  spd p r o b i n g  instru- 
ments i s  requi red  by the  m o r t i c i a n s  i n  
p o o e s s i w  unknowns and i n  p r e p a r i n g  
t h e s  f o r  photogra,Jhing. 

A cenera for making p o i t r a i t s  i s  de- 
s i r a b l e .  The p r e s e n t  standard camera 
used by t h e  S i g n a l  Corps Photo  Com- 
pany produces e x o e l l e n t  reeults .  Due 
t o  r s p i d  decomposition in m r m  weather  



p i c t u r e s  should be taken immediately, 
S igna l  Corps photographers often can- 
n o t  be eeoured for days end by t h e  
time t h e y  a r r i v e ,  the r w a i n s  are i n  
no condi t ion  t o  be photographed. 

A n  e a r t h  auger for sinking t e s t  ho les  
when s e l e c t i n g  new cemeteries is de- 
sirable.  U n i t s  would be a b l e  t o  
select s i t e s  f ree  from rooks. 

Dental m i r r o r s  are required i n  Raking 
t o o t h  charts.. One f o r  each pla toon  
would be s u f f i o i e n t .  

A small  genera tor  t o  provide power f o r  
l i g h t s  i n  t h e  morgue and o f f i c e  i s  de- 
sirable.  l a n t e r n 8  are not depsnflable 
ah8 do not  yroduae s u f f i c i e n t  l i g h t .  

Rubber glovesmare reciuired fo r  re- 
moving personal  e f f e c t s .  Nei ther  t h e  
g loves ,  a u r g i a a l ,  nor &loves, rubber ,  
e l e c t r i c i a n ' s ,  a r e  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  Thd 
former are t o o  l i g h t  f o r  service and 
l a t t e r  too heavy f o r  oporations. The 
commn type  of household rubber glove 
of medium weight would be b e t t o r .  
!Bmlve p a b s  are needed. 

Gloves, rubber ,  a l e o t r i c i a n ' e ,  are 
e x c e l l a n t  f o r  personnel engaged i n  
loading  and unloading bodies. h re lve  
p a i r s  a r e  heeded. 

Gloves, surgical ,  are useful t o  the 
mor t ic ians  in the  morgue. S i x  paire 
a r e  needed. 

51 ,  Comparative s tudy o f  Graves Regis t ra t ion  Uni t s .  

a. I n  tho Zuropem Thoator of Operations a l l  
GrRvas Regis t re t ion  Companies were organized under Tables  
of O r  a n i z a t i o n  and Eclui a n t  10-29 
had w f t h  Graves Rugistragion Companks organized under  
T a b l e s  of  Organization and Equipmmt 10-298. 
p a r i s o n  of tho t w o  Table6 of Organization and Equipmunt 
r e v e a l s  t h e  following: 

The Gravea Regis t ra t ion  Company orga- 
nizeci under Tablos of Organization and 
Equipment 10-297 i B  responsible  f o r  the 
su e r v i s i o n  of t h o ' i d e n t i f i c e t i o n  ana 
+-I---- b u r  a of t h e  daad, the c o l l e c t i o n  and 
d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  gersone.1 e f f e o t s  
ana the  p l o t t i n g  of Zooations and the  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  of b a t t l e f i e l d  g r a v e s  and 
cemeteries. Labor for grave digging is 
normally provided f rom serv ioe  u n i t s  of 
the @artermaats r  Corps or  o thor  s o u r c e s  
Unless bu r i a l  by organizat ions i s  dio- 
ta toc l .  Tables of Organization and 
Equipment 10-297 provides eix o f f i c e r s  
and U 9  u n l i s t e d  men including a t taohed  

No experience vrae 

A aom- 

( 1 )  



medica l  pe r sonne l .  The company i s  
d iv ided  i n t o  a company h e a d q u a r t e r s .  of 
twe o f f i c e r s  and 19 e n l i s t e d  men and  
f o u r  p l a t o o n s  o f  one o f f i c e r  and 22 
e n l i s t e d  men each, The p l a t o o n  i s  
t h e  b a s i c  work u n i t  and i s  des igned  t o  
Serve a d i v i s i o n .  Each p l a t o o n  i s  d i -  
vided i n t o  t h r e e  s e o t i o n s  w i t h  six 
e n l i s t e d  men t o  a s e c t i o n .  

The Graves R e g i s t r a t i o n  Company orga-  
nized undor  Tables  of Organ iza t ion  
and E q u i p e n t  10-298 i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  t h e  h s i o u l  o o l l e c t i o n ,  evacua- 
t i o n ,  i d h t i o n  and b u r i a l  of 
b a t t l e f 4 e l d  dead; th6  c o l l e c t i o n  and  
d i s p o s i t i o n  of per sona l  e f f e o t s  a n d ,  
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  approva l  of h ighe r  
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of s i tu s  
f o r  ceme te r i e s ,  Labor for grave  
d igg ing  and o thor  requirements i s  
provided  from Quarterruaater Surviot!  
companies or  from o t h e r  a v a i l a b l e  
sources .  Tables  of Organ iza t ion  
and Equipment 10-298 c o n s i s t s  of f i v e  
o f f i c e r s  and 260 e n l i s t e d  men in -  
olt lding a t t a c h e d  medica l  pe r sonne l .  
The company is d i v i d e d  into a oompany 
headquar to r s  of  two o f f i c e r s  and 25 
e n l i s t e d  men and three p l a t o o n s .  Each 
p l a t o o n  o o n s i a t s  o f  one o f f i c e r  ana 
74 e n l i S t Q d  men. The p la toon  is 
t ho  bos io  work unit des igned  t o  s e r v e  
a d i v i s i p n .  Th0 platoon is d i v i d e d  
i n t o  t h r e e  sao t ions .  Each s e c t i o n  001- 
l e c t s ,  i d e n t i f i e s  and  uvacua te s  b a t t l o -  
f i u l d  dead ,  It i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  a 
c o l l e c t i n g  squad and ap evacua t ion  
squad. 

( 2 )  

b, A comparison of tho  t w o  o r g a n i z a t i o n e  i n -  
d i o a t e s  t h a t  t h c  baa ic  f u n c t i o n  of t h v  Quar t e rmas te r  
GFaVos R e g i s t r a t i o n  Company as s o t  f o r t h  i n  Tables of 
O r g a n i z a t i o n  and Equipmclnt 10-297 i s  to a c t  i n  a su e r  
v i s o r y  c a p a c i t y  on Graves R u g i s t r a t i o n  m a t t o r s ,  w&- 
-Tables of Organiza t ion  and Equipmbnt 10-298 t h e  
company a c t u a l l y  pe r f  orms t h e  p h y s i c a l  o p e r a t i o n  of 
t h e  Graves R e g i s t r a t i o n  S e r v i c e .  This i s  ev idenced  by 
t h e  l a r g e  i n c r e a s e  in p e r s o n n e l  undor T a b l e s  of Organi-  
z a t i o n  and Equipment 10-298, p a r t i c u l a r l y  organic l a b o r  
f o r  the c o l l e c t i n g  and evacua t ion  squads.  A d d i t i o n a l  
c l e r i c a l  and mess per sonne l  i s  o l s o  provided. The at- 
t a o h e d  medica l  pe r sonne l  a r e  inc luded  organioally w i t h  
t h e  p l a t o o n  and s e c t i o n ,  

C.  I n  oornparing t h e  equipment of t h o  Graves 
R e g i s t r a t i o n  Company as organized  under  Tab le s  of Or- 
g a n i z a t i o n  and Equipment 10-297 and t h a t  p rov ided  u n d e r  
Tables of Organiza t ion  and & q u i p ”  10-298 it will be 
n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  equipment  
under Tab les  of Organiza t ion  and Equipmont 10-298 was 
i n c r e a s e d  t o  aocomodote t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l .  Under 
T a b l e s  of Organiza t ion  and Equipment 10-297 t h e r e  are 
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a l l o c a t e d  f i v e  l/k-ton trailers; f i v e  1-ton t r e i l s r s ;  
12 t rucks ,  3/4-ton weapons carriers; and one truok, 
2-1/2-ton 6x6 cargo. Under Tables of Organization and 
Equipment , t h e r e  are no l/&-ton t r a i l e r s .  
1- ton t r a i l e r s ;  th ree  t rucks ,  3/4-ton weapons c a r r i o r s ;  
and 23 t r u c k s ,  2-1/2-ton 6x6 cargo, have been included.  
The increase in t ranspor ta t ion  is authorizod t h o  company 
t o  provide organic t ranspor ta t ion  f o r  the ovaouat ion of 
t h o  remains of  deceased personnel t o  t h e  cemetery, and 
t o  increase tho mobility of t h a  company. 

d .  Tebles of Orgmizet ion and Zqulpmont 10- 
5001,Quartel-master Service Organizations, p rovides  or- 
ganized gravus r e g i s t r a t i o n  teams t o  insure graves re -  
g i s t r a t i o n  servioe f o r  small forces .  
t h o s o  t e m s  may be used t o  sup-lemdnt e x i s t i n g  graves 
r a g i s t r a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s .  

However, 23 

ilhen requi red  

Tem GA supervised tho  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
a w l  b u r i a l  of t h e  duad ,  the  c o l l e c t i o n  
and Eispos i t ion  of personal e f f e c t s ,  
and Fb.3 loca t ion  and r u g i s t r a t i o n  of 
be+u:41d:eJd graves and cemetar lss  f o r  
a Porm a? 5,000 troops. It I s  pro- 
vi&,? vri-:h one 1-ton t r a i l e r  and one 
t ruck.  3iL-ton wuapons c a r r i o r ,  Labor 
may bo furnished by t e a s  JA and JB, 
Tables of Organization and Equipment 
10-500, or othvr  souraes. 

Team GB provides personnel t o  augment 
team GA and f u r n i ~ h e s  greves r e g i g t r a -  
t i o n  s e r v i c e  f o r  an a d d i t i o n a l  5 ,000 
t roops,  

Team GC supervises  t h e  opera t ions  of 
teams from GD 8nd GE units. It re- 
ceives graves r e g i s t r a t i o n  r e c o r d s  
f r o m  evacuation teams G&, inspecte 
and forwards them t o  bnse depots  and 
i s  responsible f o r  intorment. T h i s  
u n i t  can process the records and 
sup<rvise t h e  operations of Srom one 
t o  tn rao  GD and GI3 t e a n s .  Team GC, 
i s  pzcvided with one i - ton t r a i l e r ,  
one trilch: 1/4-ton, one t r u c k ,  3 / l p  
ton  weapons c a r r i o r ,  m d  one t r u c k ,  
2-1/2-ton 6x6 cargo. 

Team GD provides l i t t v r  toams t o  
marsh  and ool leo t  b o t t l e f i o l d  dead 
f o r  a f o r c e  of 5,000 troops4 

Toam GE provides personnel and equlp- 
mul i t  f o r  the i d e n t i f  i c c t i o n  and evacua- 
t i o n  of tho b a t t l u f i o l d  dead collected 
by tcem C3. The team I s  provided w i t h  
Cvro Is-ton t r a i l e r s  and two t r u c k s ,  2- 
1/2-ton 6x6 osrgo. 

The canbination of one toam GC, one 
team GD and on8 t o o m  GX w i l l  s e r v e  one 
infan t ry  regimont q d  i t s  s u p p o r t i n g  
ulE”nt8.  One toam GC, t h r e e  teams GD 
and t h r e e  t o y 8  GE w i l l  s e r v e  one in- 
fan t ry  d iv is ion .  
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SECTION 1 

co~~cwsIoNs 

52. General, 

a. That s tandard prpoedures, proper l i a i son ,  

channels f o r  forceful  con- 

That t h e  Theater Graves Registration Sar- 

adeQuate c o n t r o l  and tochn!ical supervision did not 
ex is t  between echelons o f  O o m r s a ~ l d  and steps should be 
taken t o  p r o p e r l y  o r m n i z e  
t r o l  of graves r e g i s t r a t i o n  matters. 

vice %odquorterB operates  more e f f i c i e n t l y  when 10- 
cated cont i ipoUsly wi th  Headquarters, Casualty Division, 
Offfce of t h o  Theater Adjutant General, 

should have s u f f i o i o n t  rank and personnel assigaed t$ 
h i s  o f f i c e  t o  enable him t o  carry out the Army's re- 
sponsib l l t i e a  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  graves reg is t ra t ion  and the 
proper $echniCol supervis ion and control thereof. 

d .  That more graves reg is t ra t ion  uni t s  and 
personnel would haire been avai lable  for  the armies had 
small cemetery teams and area searching and d is in te r -  
ment teams been organized and used by Communications 
Zona. 

e. That t r a i n i n g  in graves reg is t ra t ion  or- 
ganization, func t ions  and administrative matters should 
have been given combat units pr ior  t o  D-Lky. This Would 
have el iminated much of t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  encountered 
t h e  i n i t i a l  phases of operations i n  the  European Theater 
of Operations. 

That graves r e g i s t r a t i o n  personnel 3 h m M  be 
phased-in early I n  assault landings In order t o  a s s i s t  in 
keeping t h e  assault a rea  olea3t and t o  a id  In preserving 
i d e n t i t i e s  of  casua l t ios .  

b, 

c. That the  Army Graves Registration Officer 

f. 

53. Evacuation. 

a. T4at evaouation end ool lect ion of deceased 
Personnel are b e s t  accmpll&d by t ra ined teams servisg 
with combat units. Teams should be orgonic t o  c&! attach- 
ed t o  units t h e  s i ze  of reg-ntaJ. combat teams o r  conbat 
c0maand.s 

b. That s p e c i a l  precautions must be taken i n  
the  handling of bodies because of &ne8 and booby-trGP6- 
Special ized training of personnel be given and addi t ional  

be r3uthorizeO for clear ing mines and booby- 
traps. 

54. I d e p t i f  i ca t ion .  
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3. That mort ic ian’s  am indiapensnble i n  the  

That photogrnphy i s  valuable i n  establish- 

process of e s t a b l i s h i n g  i d e n t i t y .  

i ng  identity. 

nore idmt i ty-consc ious .  

t i t i e s  should be more d e f i n i t e l y  prsscribod. 

ba 

0 .  That t h e  individual  soldier C C ~  be 

d .  

5 5 .  Burials.  

Thct responsibility for establishing iden- 

a. Thet 8 d e t a i l e d  procedure f o r  cometery 
operations 18 needed t o  s tandardize t h e  operetions of 

* n u  Gravas R c g i s t r c t i o n  Companfos. 

ll+4 graves, should be published in F0.I 10-63. 

&ishod fop  enemy dead. 

b. 

c, That sapara te  ceaeter ies  should be estob- 

That Q cemetery p lo t  plan, pmferably with 

56. Personal  S f f e c t s .  

a. That Army Qunrtarrmster Class I1 % I Y  
Depots should n o t  be burdened with t h e  handling of 
e f fec ts .  

t e r  Class I1 and IV Depots passed through t o o  many 
hands w i t h  r e s u l t i n g  l o s s  and pi l ferage.  

57. Graves R6giStTatiOn Units. 

b. Thct e f f e c t s  turned in t o  f umy  QUartGrPrS-.’ 

a. That t h e  Grcives Registrat ion Company Or@- 
nized under Tables of Organization and Equipment 10- 
298 is  an improvement over t h a t  organized under Tables 
of Organization End Equipment 10-297. 

Organized under Tables  of Organization end AWfPont 
10-297 was unabla t o  perform i t s  functions with d- 
mum uff ic ianoy.  

qpipment  a r e  neoded i n  both Graves Registration Con- 
panise, 

Thet c e l l u l a r  Graves Registration uni t s  
organized under Tables of Organization and Equipment 
10-500 are of: ValUQ i n  supplementing groves regls t ra-  
tion u n i t s  and a c t i v i t i a s .  

b. That t h e  Graves Registrat ion COmPUY 

c, That c e r t o i n  changes in personnel and 

d. 

S E C T I O N  2 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

36 .  General. 



Thct a Grcves Registration Service c0-d 

ths ear ly  phases of operat ions.  Thc commanding officer 
es tab l i shed  in  a Thoater of Operations p r i o r  t a  LT i n  

be on t h e  staff of tho Theater Chief uuartermaster. 

be That the  Offioe of the Theater Graves Regis- 
t rot ion Off icer  be looated contiguously with thc t  of the 
Cssuulty Div is ion  of t h e  Theater Adjutant Gcnernl through- 
out  operat ions.  

Thet t h e  rank o f  the  Army Grcvos Rcgistra- 
t ion o f f i o u r  be t h a t  of Colonel and t h a t  SuffiCi6nt 
personnel of appropr ia te  rank and suf f ic ien t  graves re- 
g i s t r a t i o n  mits be provided t o  properly ccrry out tho 
Army commnnder's r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  E E  per ta in  t o  gravas 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  

C. 

d. That cemotory tenms and area searching 2nd 
disinterment t e a s  be organized undm Tables of Orgenize- 
tion and Zquipment 10-500 f o r  graves reg is t ra t ion  work 
i n  Conmunioutions Zone, 

key grnves r e g i s t r n t l o n  personnel in a l l  units t o  de- 
velop s tandard ized  pracedriras. 

in car ly  in  a l l  a s s a u l t  lendinga. 

e. Thot t r a i n i n g  be given p r i o r  t o  C W b G t  t o  

f. That grav6s r e g i s t r e t i o n  pcrsonnel be phased- 

59. Evacuation. 

a .  That where combat un i t s  a r e  not  sorved by 
a platoon 
under Tablua of Orgenization nnd Bquipmect 10-298, evacua- 
t ion  end c o l l e o t i o n  tutuus orgrlniz& under Tebles of 
Organizotion and Equipment 10-500 be provided in s u f f i -  
cient numbers. 

That pcrsonnol i n  Graves Registration uni ts  
ba given t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  detect ion and removal of booby- 
traps end mines nnd t h e t  s u i t a b l e  equipment bu provided. 

from the  GrPves Rbgistration Gompsny orgmized 

b. 

60 .  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  

a, Thet mort ic ian6 be provided i n  Graves 20- 
g i s t r o t i o n  Companies on the bas is  of one yer platoon. 

b. That one man i n  thuJGrL.ves Registration 
ComPany be t r a i n e d  i n  photography and su i tab le  equipment 
be provided. 



61. B U - i Q l S r  

a,  Thet FM 16-63 be r e v i s e d  t o  inolude d e t a i l -  
ed @roaodures on all. cemetery ope ra t ions .  

b ,  That FM 10-63 be r e v i s e d  t o  presoribe t h e  
Ut4 grave p l o t  p lan .  

C .  That Fbf 10-63 be r e v i s e d  t o  p r e s a r i b e  se- 
p e r n t s  cemeter ies  for onemy deed. 

62. Personal  E f fec t s .  

a. That sepa ra t e  and d i s t a C t  Poraonal  E f fac tB  
and Baggage Branches be organized a t  army l e v e l  End S u f -  
f i c i e n t  t r e n s p o r t a t i o n  al located.  

pouches bo f u r t h o r  daveloped and made mendatory. 
b. Tbat t h e  systom of u s i q  personal e f f e c t s  

6 3 .  Groves Rog i s t ro t ion  Unit6. 

t lr  Thct t h e  Graves R e g i s t r a t i o n  Company Orgar 
nized under Tables of Organization and Equipment 10-298 
be adopted in preferenoe t o  t h a t  organized under Tables  
O f  Organiza t ion  and Equipment 10-297. 

ment;ioned in Chapter 7 be adopted for Tables of Organi- 
z a t i o n  and Equipment 10-297 if t h i s  o rgan iza t ion  i s  t o  
be r e t a ined .  

That changes in personnel and equipment 
recomaended f o r  Tables of Organization and Equipment 
10-297 a l so  ba author ized  for T R b l e s  of' Organiza t ion  
and Equipment 10-298 where app l i cab le ,  

That c e l l u l a r  gravos r e g i s t r a t i o n  toamS 
o rgan ized  under  Tables of Organization and EqUiPlKint 
lO-gOO be made available i n  a Theeter of Operetions and 
used a s  needed. 

b. That t h e  ahmges in personnel and equipmnt  

c. 

d. 
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HEHDQUAXTEZS 
SMBRICAN WVES REGISTRATION COMMAND 

(Rem) DO 887 
24 Novombor 1945. 

My doar Colonel moom, 

Your  l e t t e r  t o  Colonel Bobrink, 14 November 1945, 
hns been roceived and referred to Colonel Powers for 
review, Colonul  Howard, whom J: also.wished t o  review 
it, has been away in  southern Franoe OIL 8 miss ion .  A 
s e c t i o n  has been added, paragraph 60, pnge 80 and a new 
pmngraph 64,  page 81. 
these be incoryorc ted  i n  t h e  General Bonrd study. 

I m so r ry  this has been deloyed. It was a c t u a l l y  
prapared ana mcdy on 20 but due t o  t h o  move f rm P a r i s  
Fad t h o  Thenksgiving Day holldny It m s  nut r e t u r n e d  as 
expt id i t lous ly  as wti would have l iked.  

It i s  ruoomendod that both  of 

We apprec ia ted  very much t h o  op o r t u a l t y  to re- 
V i G W  the report on GRC aervioee and cons ide r  it an OX-. 
o a l l e n t  s tudy.  

9 i ncc r  e ly 

Chief o? S t a f f .  

APPBndix 1 - 4.3 - 


